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Anderson County 
Chair 

Stuart Sprague 
864-314-5640 
sprague_s@bellsouth.net 
 

Almost 2 years ago I agreed 
to be drafted to serve as chair of 
the county party.  It has been a 

wonderful experience.  A dedicated group of 
volunteers has pitched in and worked hard to establish 
a presence in Anderson.  I have even received 
compliments from a prominent Republican who gets 
our newsletter. 

While we have come a long way, we still need to 
build for the long term.  2008 is a year that we can ride 
the coattails of lots of dissatisfaction on the national 
scene.  One of our candidates will be elected 
President next November.  We need to use that 
interest and enthusiasm to lay the foundation for a 
stronger local presence in the years to come.  We 
need Democrats elected to local councils, the 
legislature and state offices, and to Congress to 
restoring sanity to government.  I long for the chance 
to feel optimistic again about a government which 
meets legitimate needs of all of us, which pays its bills 
and doesn’t leave the debt for future generations, and 
which restores our reputation among the people of the 
world. 

I would like to personally ask that all who share my 
concerns put three dates on your calendar  and 
participate with us in gathering steam for 2008.  You 
may not be able to come to our monthly meetings or 
all the candidate rallies which come to town.  Please, 
however, commit to these three events  by being 
present so that we will know that there are many who 
share their enthusiasm. 

The first will be on January 26 , a Saturday.  
Please vote in the Democratic Presidential Primary.  
Our ability to raise money and get the attention of the 
state and national party depends on how many voters 
show up and cast ballots, regardless of the candidate 
you choose.  Your vote that day will have lasting 
importance. 

Secondly, come to the main branch of the 
Anderson County Library at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 23. .  It is our precinct 
organization meeting.  We will be organizing 
neighborhood groups and electing delegates to the 
county convention. 

Third, come to the county convention on 
Thursday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m.   It will also be at the 
Anderson County Library, Main Branch.  Here we will 
share our plans for 2008 and elect delegates to the 
state convention.  Come, even if you were not able to 
be at the precinct organization.  The room will hold 
several hundred people, and I would like to fill it on 
both occasions.  If we fill it on Feb. 23, the press will 
want to be there on March 6. 

The resources we need are candidates and 
money to support our efforts.  All the money we raise 
is used to pay rent, supplies, get out the vote efforts, 
etc. We will start a new 2008 campaign to have 100 
people give at least $100 on January 1, and I plan to 
write a check that day.  Will you join me? 

Equally important is having people who are willing 
to run for office and seek to enact these good ideas at 
all levels.  If you know of anyone, yourself included, 
who would be willing to run, please let me know.  We 
will soon have a candidate recruitment and selection 
committee that would love to hear from you.  

Happy Holidays to all and have a blessed 2008. 
Stuart 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

January 5 – 9 a.m.  ACDP 
breakfast at the Golden Corral. 
January 5 – 11 a.m. Training 
session for poll workers at the 
Headquarters. 
January 19  – Anderson County 
Democratic Women CANCELLED. 
January 21 – Deadline for articles 
for the February newsletter. 

January 21 – Presidential debate in Myrtle Beach. 
January 25  – Stump meeting with presidential 
candidates at Jamil Shrine, Columbia. 
January 26 – Democratic Presidential Primary in 
South Carolina.   
February 2  – 9 a.m. ACDP breakfast at the Golden 
Corral. 
February 23 – 10 a.m. Anderson County Democratic 
Party precinct meetings.  Anderson County Library on 
McDuffie Street. 
March 6 –  7 p.m. - Anderson County Democratic Party 
Convention, Anderson County Library on McDuffie 
Street. 
July 5 – Annual Summer Barbeque 
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  Several tickets are 
available locally for the 
Presidential debate to be 
held in Myrtle Beach on 
January 21.  If you are 
interested in attending 
this event, call Charles 
Hamby at 287-9285. 
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 The South Carolina Democratic Presidential 
Primary will be on Saturday, January 26, 2008.  It will 
be run by the county election commission.  One 
change will be made and that is the combining of 
some precincts into one polling place.  The 76 
precincts that normally operate will be in only 49 
locations.  Smaller precincts have been combined into 
one larger polling station.  There is a map at our 
headquarters which shows the changes.  Call the 
Anderson Independent Mail or check our website for a 
list of polling places.  Be alert to where you will vote 
and be sure to exercise your right to express your 
choice for the nomination. 
 The Republican Presidential Primary will be on 
January 19.  Since voters in South Carolina are not 
registered by party affiliation, they can vote in either 
primary, but not both. 
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On February 23, 2008, at 10 a.m. we will hold a 
precinct organization meeting at the Anderson County 
Library on McDuffie Street.  At that meeting, each 
precinct will select officers, nominate delegates to the 
county convention, and make plans for getting out the 
vote in the three elections – city elections in the spring, 
the state primary in June and the national election in 
November.  Chairman Stuart Sprague hopes that all 
precincts will have representatives in time for the 
meeting. 
 To organize the precincts, one resident per 
precinct is needed to be the representative.  Each 
representative will receive a list of the people in his/her 
precinct who have voted in at least two of the last four 
Democratic primaries.  They should call these people 
to urge them to vote in the primary.  They need to 
establish if any voters need rides to the polls and 
make arrangements for them to get there. 
 Primary representatives will be asked to be poll 
watchers and to hand out brochures at the primary 
written by the SC Democratic Party designed for 
Anderson County.   
 You can sign up to be your precinct representative 
at the January ACDP breakfast, at the downtown 
headquarters or inform Stuart Sprague. 
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Cherie Mabrey. the Upstate Regional Field Director, 
will hold a training session for precinct workers 
following the ACDP breakfast on January 5.  This 
meeting will be at the headquarters at approximately 
11 a.m..  If you can be a precinct representative, try to 
attend this meeting. 
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At a December 6 gala in Abbeville, the Third 
Congressional District Democrats elected new officers.  
Norval Davis of Ninety Six was elected Chairman for a 
four year term.  John Brecht of Aiken was elected 1st 
Vice-chair; Joe Bryson of Abbeville was elected 2nd 
Vice-chair; Donna Laster of Greenwood was elected 
Secretary and our own David Vandiver of Anderson 
was elected Treasurer.  Congratulations to these folks!  
And many thanks to Jerry Goldman and his crew of 
officers for their diligent service to the Third 
Congressional District Democrats. 
     The next District meeting will be in Anderson in 
March. 
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Carol Fowler, chairman, and the SCDP have compiled 
a lengthy list of goals for each county to achieve by 
October.  Anderson County Democratic Party has 
fulfilled most of the goals such as having a 
headquarters, publishing a newsletter and having a 
website. 
 Among the goals we need to work on are 
developing a telephone tree and establishing a 
representative in each precinct.   
 

THREE RECEIVE AWARDS 
At the Decem-
ber meeting of 
the ACDP three 
volunteers were 
recognized for 
their outstand-
ing contribu-
tions to the 
Party.  Rufus 
Moss (on the 
left) received 

the Volunteer of the Year Award for all of the work he 
has done to schedule volunteers to keep the 
headquarters open and in seeing that the newsletter is 
copied, stuffed in envelopes, stamped and mailed. 
 Andrew Hammett received the Young Democrat of 
the Year for establishing the ACDP website and 
keeping it up-to-date and for working with the voters’ 
lists.  Andrew has done all this while attending 
Clemson University. 
 Charles Hamby (on the right), Second Vice-
chairman of the  South Carolina Democratic Party, 
was awarded the Long-Term Service Award.  
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Previously, he served as Chairman of the Oconee 
County Democratic Party, Since moving to Anderson, 
Charles has worked loyally with Anderson County 
Democratic Party.  After his election as Second Vice-
chairman of the state party, Charles and his wife, Betty 
have covered an enormous number of miles attending 
meetings and events around the state.   
 Another point of interest for those who have 
access to the December 2007 issue of the AARP 
Bulletin, Charles can be spotted on page 13 in the 
background of a picture of John Edwards celebrating 
his 50th birthday.  The celebration was held in Seneca. 
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The January 19 meeting of the Anderson County 
Democratic Women has been cancelled due to an 
abundance of responsibilities related to the 
presidential primary.   
 In December, President, Stephany Grace 
graciously hosted a Christmas Party at her home.  She 
announced that Treasurer Barbara Crawford has 
resigned and Jan Hammett will assume the duties of 
treasurer.  Stephany, Barbara Hodges, Vice-president, 
and Bonnie Ledbetter, Secretary, will continue to serve 
another year. 
 The group received a thank you note from David 
Vandiver thanking them for the $500 contribution to 
help pay expenses for the headquarters. 
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The Anderson County Democratic Party will hold its 
biannual convention on March 6 at the Anderson 
County Library.  Delegates from the precincts will 
select officers for the coming year and select 
delegates to the state convention in May.  Only 
persons who have been selected at the state 
convention will be eligible for consideration as 
delegates to the national convention next summer.  If 
you can only attend one local event the entire year, the 
county convention is a must.  We would like to have 
several hundred people there to show that interest in 
the party and its candidates and issues is strong in 
Anderson.  Do your part to help. 
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Thelma Spencer has a program which includes a 
twenty-six minute video on Alice Paul, a suffrage 
leader whose efforts led to the 19th amendment to the 
Constitution giving women the vote.  Thelma is 
available to give this presentation to classes from 
middle school through university, as well as civic and 
church groups.  She is especially interested in giving 
the presentation during March which is Women’s 
History Month.  

 If you know of a group that would like to schedule 
Thelma’s program, call her at 864-224-3400 or E-mail 
her at thelspen@aol.com. 
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The beautiful Christmas tree which brightens the 

ACDP headquarters was donated by Betty Wolcott.  It 
was decorated with American flags, red top hats, and 
small donkeys donated by Brena Walker and Frances 
Symons.   Leila Stuckey decorated the tree. 

The headquarters will be closed December 24-26 
and December 31-January 2.  

Volunteers are needed to keep the headquarters 
open on Saturday, January 19 during the Republican 
presidential primary. 

Tee shirts and sweat shirts with the slogan “You 
Can’t Spell Quagmire Without Iraq” are for sale at the 
headquarters.  Mary Ann Anderson’s son designed the 
shirts. 

Sixty three contributions of $100 or more have 
been received to pay expenses for the headquarters.  
It will soon be time to start over with a $100 Club for 
2008. 
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Beginning January 1, dues for 2008 will be 
due.  Dues are $20 per person.  You can pay 
them at the ACDP breakfast or you can mail 
them to Frances Symons, treasurer, at P.O. 
Box 13052, Anderson, SC 29624. 
 

Anderson Democratic Party 
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621 

864-332-0595 
www.andersondemocrats .com  

P.O. Box 13052 
Anderson, SC 29624 

 
The headquarters are open Monday through 
Friday, 11-3.  Volunteers are always needed to 
keep the office open.  Email Rufus Moss at 
rufemoss@yahoo.com  to volunteer. 
 

OFFICERS 
Stuart Sprague                             Chairman 
Gracie Floyd 1st Vice-chair 
Jean McNair 2nd Vice-chair 
Andrew Hammett            3rd Vice-chair 
Frances Symons                          Treasurer 
Gladys Robertson                         Secretary 
David Vandiver   Executive committeeman 
Wilhelmina Rhoe Executive committeewoman 
Dean Harbert Alternate committeeman 
Gladys Robertson  Alternate committeewoman 
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby             HQ Coordinators 
Philip Cheney       Immediate Past Chairman 
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter     Newsletter Editors 
 

 


