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ANDERSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY NEWS 

 SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
Anderson County Chair 
Stuart Sprague 
864-314-5640 
sprague_s@bellsouth.net 
 
I’m sure that all of you have heard that we 
lost our Treasurer Emeritus, Frances 

Symons, this week.  She fought a battle with cancer and 
was strong until the end.  We will miss her bright spirit 
and her contributions to our efforts.  I regret that she will 
not be able to attend the victory party that she had 
planned for November 4.  Our thoughts and prayers go 
with her family. 
     One way to honor Frances’ memory is to think of a 
way that you can contribute in her honor.  We need 
volunteers for our efforts, and she would be pleased to 
know that she was being honored by your contribution.  
Of greatest importance is our phone bank which will 
operate every Tuesday and Thursday evening from 4:00 
to 8:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00-2:00 p.m. at party 
headquarters.  We need 4-5 people calling during those 
hours, and we can add additional times if you would like.  
Calls will be made to likely Democratic voters in each 
precinct in the county.  You will have a list of people we 
believe are friendly to our cause and good training in 
how to call and collect valuable information.  We need to 
identify about 20,000 Democratic voters between now 
and the election.  Sign up sheets are on the table at 
headquarters.  Priority will be given to phone bank 
volunteers in distributing campaign supplies, like yard 
signs, etc., when they become available. 
 This organized, concerted effort is essential to 
winning races in November.  The Republicans have 
been better at it in recent years.  We need to prove that 
Democrats are just as strong.  A nationwide effort to use 
21st Century methods has been the key to Democratic 
success this year.  Party leaders in Columbia are 
watching us in Anderson County to see if we can reverse 
the tide of recent Republican victories.  They have 
invested in our efforts, and we need to have a good 
return.  Think how refreshing it would be to have some 
Democrats in our Anderson County Legislative 
Delegation. 
 You can also help us reach the total of 100 people 
giving at least $100 to the party.  We are above 60 now, 
and we are heading to our best year so far.  Join us in 
that cause. 
 Thanks to all who have worked hard in recent 
weeks.  It is a pleasure to work with such a group of 
highly motivated people. 
 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

 
Sept. 6  – 9 a.m. ACDP breakfast, 
Golden Corral. 
Sept. 6  – 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. SC 
Democratic Women’s Council, 
Seawell’s, Columbia, SC. 
Sept13 – 7:00 p.m. McCormick Co. 

Fundraser at Hickory Knob State Park. 
Sept. 20 – 11 a.m. Anderson County Democratic 
Women. 
Sept. 26 - First Presidential Debate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frances Symons 
What a lovely lady! 

Frances entered eternal life on Tuesday, August 19, 
2008.  A memorial service was held at North Anderson 
Community Presbyterian Church on Monday, August 25.  
Her many friends gathered to remember her life and 
what she meant to all of us.  Her belief that she was 
among the most blessed of God’s people was an 
inspiration to carry in our memories. 
 If you would like to sign a memorial book in her 
honor, you can type in  the following website on your 
browser (copy and paste only gets part of it): 
http://www.legacy.com/independentmail/GB/GuestbookV
iew.aspx?PersonId=116074950 
 

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES SCHEDULED 
The following dates have been set for presidential and 
vice-presidential debates: 

·  Friday, September 26, University of Mississippi. 
·  Thursday, October 2, Vice-presidential debate, 

Washington University, St. Louis. 
·  Tuesday, October 7, Belmont University, 

Nashville. 
·  Wednesday, October 13, Hofstra University, 

Hempsted, NY. 
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Jay Parmly, Executive Director of the South Carolina 
Democratic Party, was the featured speaker at the 
August 2nd breakfast meeting of the ACDP.  He 
conveyed the excitement felt around the state about the 
upcoming elections in November.  He noted that there 
were 70,000 more voters in the January Democratic 
primary than in the Republican primary.  Democrats 
have fielded a candidate in each congressional district.   
 Prior to coming to South Carolina, Jay was a two-
term chairman of the Oklahoma Democratic Party.  He 
was recruited by Howard Dean to be the Executive 
Director of the Mississippi Democratic Party where he 
served for two years before coming here.  His original 
assignment in South Carolina was for three months, but 
when the job of executive director became available, Jay 
was tapped for the job.  He has been in South Carolina 
for a year.  We are fortunate to have such an 
enthusiastic leader! 
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The kickoff of Anderson County’s coordinated campaign 
to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) was held on Thursday, 
August 7, 2008, at the ACDP Headquarters in downtown 
Anderson.  Approximately forty volunteers gathered to 
learn more about the efforts that are needed to be 
successful in Anderson County in the upcoming general 
election.   
 Stuart Sprague and Andrew Hammett outlined 
where volunteers are needed and how these volunteers 
are vital for success.  Volunteers are needed in the 
following areas:  to do door-to-door canvassing and to 
make phone calls from a phone bank in the 
Headquarters.  Also, on Election Day, there will be many 
opportunities to help out. Training will be provided to all 
volunteers.  Detailed sign-up sheets are available in the 
Headquarters or you may call 332-0595 to sign up.   
Please help out in any way that you can! 
 Kyle Cox, from the SCDP Campaign for Change, 
outlined for the group the overall “Campaign for Change” 
for South Carolina.  He emphasized the important part 
that Anderson County will play in the overall success of 
this campaign to get more Democrats elected to offices 
throughout our state.  It is an exciting time for Democrats 
in South Carolina!  Please consider how you can be a 
part of it.  

 Barbara Dowd 

THE COORDINATED CAMPAIGN 
ADVANCES 

Andrew Hammett, leader of the coordinated campaign, 
reports that the ACDP has begun our coordinated push 
for the November election.  This summer, the party 
made an agreement with many of our local candidates 
that we would be responsible for outreach to the "Base 
Democratic Vote" while they would focus their efforts on 
convincing independents and even Republicans to vote 
for them.  With less than 100 days to go before the 
election, the campaign is full speed ahead and so far 
successful.  In the first week of our effort, we attempted 
to contact over 1,800 voters to identify whether they 
were Democrats, Republicans, or Independents. 
 The campaign still needs phone bankers to help 
increase our numbers.  The more that we try to contact a 
voter, the more likely we are to get information from 
them, and the more likely that we will make sure every 
Democrat in Anderson County gets to the polls. 
 While 1,800 is an impressive number, we need more!  
You can help by becoming the Precinct Captain for your 
precinct or coming into HQ on phone bank nights.  
Precinct Captains are responsible for making phone 
calls in their precincts from home, or at HQ.  They are 
the lead organizers and will attempt to recruit more 
volunteers from their precincts to help them. 
 If you don't want to commit to being a Precinct 
Captain, phone banking is happening from 4 to 8 PM 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings at 
Democratic Party Headquarters (115 N Main St. in 
Anderson).  We have capacity for 4 to 6 callers.  Please 
contact Andrew Hammett (864.314.6615) if you want to 
sign up.                                 Andrew Hammett 
 

�������������
	
��
��
��
����
��
���

On Saturday, September 6, the SC Democratic 
Women’s Council will meet at Seawell’s, 1125 
Rosewood Drive in Columbia for a “Fabulous Fall 
Forum.”  Registration will be at 8 a.m. with the program 
beginning at 9 a.m.  The program will feature reports 
from the Denver Convention, presentation of SCDWC 
Hall of Fame Awards to Kathy Hensley of Lexington and 
Barbara Sylvester of Florence, and a forum of women 
candidates in the November election.  Tracey Gelinas 
has been nominated to be the 3rd Congressional District 
VP of the SCDWC.  The cost of the forum will be $25 for 
members or $35 for non-members. 
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Utilizing technology has arrived at the ACDP.  Now it is 
possible to make contributions to the Anderson County 
Democratic Party through our website, 
andersondemocrats.com.  Click on the bright green 
square with the $ sign and a page will appear with 
instructions on how to charge your contribution to your 
credit card. 
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The George W. Bush Presidential Library is now in the 
planning stages.  The library will include: 
- The Hurricane Katrina Room, which is still under 
construction. 
- The Alberto Gonzales Room, where you won't be able 
to remember anything. 
- The Texas Air National Guard Room, where you don't 
even have to show up. 
- The Walter Reed Hospital Room, where they don't let 
you in. 
- The Guantanamo Bay Room, where they don't let you 
out. 
- The Weapons of Mass Destruction Room, which no 
one has been able to find. 
- The National Debt Room which is huge and has no 
ceiling. 
- The Tax Cut Room with entry only to the wealthy. 
- The Economy Room which is in the toilet. 
- The Iraq War Room- After you complete your first tour, 
they make you go back for a second, third, fourth, and 
sometimes a fifth tour. 
- The Dick Cheney Room, in the famous undisclosed 
location, complete with shotgun gallery. 
- The Environmental Conservation Room, still empty. 
- The Decider Room complete with dart board, magic 8-
ball, Ouija board, dice, coins, and straws. 
- Admission: Republicans are free;  Democrats $1,000 or 
three euros. 
- In addition, the museum will have an electron 
microscope to help you locate the President's 
accomplishments. 
Thanks to Barbara Dowd who got it from Thad and 
Joann Galloway who got it who-knows-where. 
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Five people met Charles Hamby’s challenge to give 
$100 each to the $100 Club, so Charles contributed 
another $100, making a total of $6,890 toward our goal 
of $10,000 to operate the headquarters office.  T. H. 
Galloway has made a second contribution of $100.  New 
members are: 
     Ruth Cheney 
     Gayle Edwards 
     Tom and Kathy Dobbins 
     Terence Roberts 
There are now over 60 members of the $100 Club and 
100 dues-paying members of the ACDP.  There are 864 
on our snail mail list.  It would help our bottom line if 
those on this list who have email would accept their 
newsletter at their email address.  Please send email 
addresses to: wbl120@gmail.com. 

ROBERTSON HEADS OBAMA CAMPAIGN 
Our own Trav Robertson will be the state director for the 
Obama campaign in South Carolina.  Aren’t we proud!  
Trav will work with Clay Middleton, political director in 
South Carolina.  Obama campaign manager David 
Plouffe said. "They will bring an unprecedented general 
election campaign organization to all corners of South 
Carolina that will involve volunteers and supporters to be 
a part of changing the way Washington works.”   
 Trav Robertson is an Anderson native who resides 
in Columbia.  Before joining Obama for America, 
Robertson served as Iowa Regional Field Director and 
South Carolina Field Coordinator for Gov. Bill 
Richardson's presidential campaign.  He has a B.A. from 
the University of South Carolina. 
 Clay N. Middleton is a Charleston native. In 2008, he 
ran for the SC House of Representative narrowly losing 
in the runoff. He is a graduate of The Citadel and an Iraq 
War Veteran.  
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Jim Rex, our Democratic State Superintendent of 
Education, requests that South Carolinians back his 
campaign to insert the phrase “high quality educatio n” 
in the state Constitution.  His goal is to get one million 
names on the “Goodbye Minimally Adequate” petition 
which he will present to the General Assembly in 
January.   
 You can “sign” the petition, by going to 
www.goodbyeminimallyadequate.com. 
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The correct website for the Marshall Meadors campaign 
is www.MeadorsForStateSenate.org. 
 

Anderson Democratic Party 
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621 

864-332-0595 
www.andersondemocrats .com  

P.O. Box 13052 
Anderson, SC 29624 

The headquarters are open Monday through Friday, 
11-5.  Volunteers are always needed to keep the 
office open.  Email Rufus Moss at 
rufemoss@yahoo.com  to volunteer. 

OFFICERS 
Stuart Sprague                             Chairman 
Gracie Floyd 1st Vice-chair 
Stephany Grace 2nd Vice-chair 
Andrew Hammett            3rd Vice-chair 
Barbara Dowd                         Treasurer 
Bootie Mayfield                      Secretary 
David Vandiver   Executive committeeman 
Wilhelmina Rhoe Executive committeewoman 
Dean Harbert Alternate committeeman 
Jenny White Alternate committeewoman 
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby             HQ Coordinators 
Philip Cheney       Immediate Past Chairman 
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter     Newsletter Editors 

 


