ANDERSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC
PARTY NEWS

OCTOBER 2008

Anderson County Chair
Stuart Sprague
864-314-5640
sprague_s@bellsouth.net

Thanks to all who have contributed and
volunteered for the largest effort by
Democrats to register, identify, and turn out voters in
Anderson County. There are still 6 weeks to go until
the election, and we can use lots of volunteers and
resources during that time. One goal that would be
especially meaningful would be to have about 35 more
individuals join our $100 club. That would put us over
the 100 mark for the first time, since we began those
efforts each year.

We have a chance to rebuild the party in Anderson
County to its most active level in a long time. After we
win races this year, other opportunities will present
themselves every two years thereafter. | see this as a
long process that begins now. Help us make history
with your time, energy, and resources. Think what it
would mean to have a new direction in Washington, in
Columbia, and in Anderson. YOU HAVE A ROLE TO
PLAY. Don’t miss the opportunity.

Stuart

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sept. 29 — 7 p.m . Meadors/Bryant
debate, Marshall Parker Auditorium,
Tri-County Technical College,
Pendleton.
Sept. 30 — Obama Blue Day.
Oct. 2 — 7 p.m. Dobbins/ Bowen

R debate, Anderson Library.
Oct. 2 — 9 p.m. Vice-presidential debate.
Oct. 4 — 9 a.m. ACDP Breakfast, Golden Corral.
Oct. 7 — 9 p.m. Presidential debate.
Oct. 15 — 8 p.m. Dyer/Barrett debate, Radio and
ETVs’' Channels (29 in our area). Also on the internet
at www.myetv.org.
Oct. 15 — 9 p.m. Presidential debate.
Oct. 18 — Anderson County Democratic Women.

Please take note of the local debates listed on the
Calendar. We need to have a BIG group of supporters
at the Meadors/Bryant and Dobbins/Bowen debates.
You can be home from the Oct. 2 debate in time to
watch the 9 p.m. Vice-presidential debate.
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The Denver Convention was Wilhelmina’'s third
Democratic National Convention and she writes that, “I
enjoyed this convention more than the other two
combined.” The South Carolina delegation stayed at
the Radisson. “Our days jumpstarted with a 7:45 a.m.
breakfast in the lower lobby of our hotel. Greetings
from renowned politicos Madeline Albright, Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend, James Carville, Congressman
Clyburn and others preceded our meal and business
meeting.”

“We received our credentials daily. Without them
hanging around your neck, you could not board the
shuttle buses or enter any convention site. | attended
two sessions of my choice during the mornings. | was
enriched by each.”

“Evening sessions met from 3-9 p.m.  Our
delegation was seated right in front of the CNN stand.
It was interesting to see who Wolf Blitzer, Donna
Brazille, Anderson Cooper et al were interviewing.”
CNN was following Gov. Riley “to document what he,
the oldest delegate, was doing during the week. ...My
friends and | were photographed, too and | saw myself
on television several times, as did my friends and
family back in SC.”

“Presidents Carter and Clinton enjoyed prolonged
thunderous welcoming applause. A huge surprise was
the appearance of Sen. Edward Kennedy. | could not
contain my tears when he walked onstage. Didn't Al
Gore receive a much deserved ovation? It was
another tear-jerker for me when Hillary asked the
convention to suspend the rule and discontinue the roll
call vote. What a pleasure it was for me to cast my
ballot for Obama. The SC delegation voted for Obama
51-3.”

“The grand finale, of course, was what we were all
anxiously awaiting. We were not disappointed by the
Obama acceptance speech, nor the visual displays
that ended a wonderful week. | am so glad | was a
part of that historic occasion.”

SEPTEMBER 30 DESIGNATED OBAMA

BLUE DAY
Call attention to your support for Barack Obama on
Tuesday, September 30 by wearing something blue.
This would be a good time to wear an Obama tee shirt
if you have one or wear an Obama campaign
button/sticker.



Our volunteers and canvassers made over 14,000
knocks/calls to identify possible Demaocratic voters in
the five weeks since we started our General Election
program. We have had a huge increase in voter
registration over the past few weeks and the numbers
look incredibly positive. John Kerry lost SC by
270,000 votes and the Obama campaign has
registered nearly 200,000 new Democratic voters in
SC during the past 13 months.

Victory is within reach, but we must all work our
hardest during the remaining days. Headquarters is
open Monday-Saturday from 11 AM until 9 PM for
making phone calls. More volunteers are needed.

Voter registration ends October 4. After that date,
we will be calling our supporters to tell them about
absentee voting and strongly encouraging them to
take advantage of it.

Whether you are motivated by Barack Obama, Jane
Dyer, Marshall Meadors, Tom Dobbins, Leonard Ortiz
or any of our other candidates, we need your help on
Election Day. Please keep November 4" free on your
calendar, so you can help make victory happen for all
of our candidates.

To volunteer, contact Andrew Hammett at
andrew.hammett@gmail.com or 864-356-9082.

Many of us cringe at the thought of cold-calling people
to ask them political questions. One of our volunteers,
Bootie Mayfield, wasn’t too crazy about calling, but
realizing the importance of this election, overcame her
reluctance. Now she says it was extremely easy to do.

Bootie says volunteers are provided with a script.
After identifying themselves, they ask if the person
considers themselves a Democrat, Republican or
Independent.  After this choice is checked off,
Independents are asked if they would like more
information about our candidates. If the respondent
identifies him/herself as a Republican, the caller says,
“Thank you very much. Have a good day.” And that is
all there is to it.

Those who identify themselves as Democrats will
be called closer to the election to remind them to vote.

A wide variety of volunteer jobs are available for
almost any age, interest or ability. Volunteers are
needed at the headquarters to greet visitors and
answer questions. Phones are available at
headquarters to make calls to identify Democratic
voters or you can call from your home phone. Signs
are also available at headquarters to put in your yard.
You can buy tee-shirts of several styles to be walking
endorsements for Democratic candidates, and there
are bumper stickers for your car as well.
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On Election Day, volunteers will be needed as poll
watchers, drivers to take people to the polls, runners to
bring reports of those who have voted from the
precincts to headquarters, callers to remind those who
haven't voted and to determine those who need
transportation to the polls. Contact Andrew Hammett
to offer your services.

Marshal Meadors’ Campaign coordinator, Diana
Vossbrink, reports that the Meadors campaign for the
State Senate is going very well. Funds are coming in,
plus the incumbent’s website, comparing Osama and
Obama, brought in contributions from all over the
country. Soon the campaign will feature billboards,
radio announcements and newspaper ads.

The campaign urgently needs volunteers to help in
the office any time from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday. They can use people to man the
phone bank Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 6-8
p.m. Sundays 4-6 p.m. They ask for volunteers to go
door-to-door Tuesday and Thursday evenings and
Saturday all day.

They are also providing postcards for volunteers to
write notes to friends about why to vote for Marshall.
Bring them to the Meadors headquarters and they will
mail them.

DEMOCRATS ARE VISIBLE IN THE COUNTY

David Vandiver mans booth at Williamston Water Fest
Photo by Phil Cheney

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Padgett endure 90 degree heat at
the Great Southeastern Balloon Festival in Anderson
Photo by Brena Walker



Donna M. Potts and D. H. Owens are new members of
the $100 Club. Michael Deanhardt, Phil Silverstein
and Wendie Sims have made additions to their initial
contributions. The object of the club is to fund the
expenses of the headquarters which have been an
invaluable asset to the Anderson County Democratic
Party.

Contributions for snacks, membership, the $100
Club or plain old donations can be made online at the
ACDP website www.andersondemocrats.com.

ALASKANS PROTEST AGAINST PALIN

Not all Alaskans are thrilled that their governor has
been chosen as the Republican vice-presidential
candidate. Alaska Women Reject Palin staged a rally
in Anchorage which drew well over 1400 people. An
Anchorage resident said, “Never have | seen anything
like it. ...This was the biggest political rally in the

history of the state.”
Submitted by Mazie Todd

Tom Dobbins’ campaign for State House has made
excellent progress in the last five months. Says
Dobbins, “Heading into the home stretch, we can win
this election if we have the volunteer power. In the
final weeks before the election, my opponent is
expected to receive thousands of dollars from his New
York sugar daddy, Howard Rich. Help me prove
District 8 is not for sale to the highest bidder. Take a
stand for our public schools by giving just a few
volunteer hours a week.”

Volunteers are needed to make calls at Dobbins’
headquarters from 10 a.m.-noon, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8
p.m. on weekdays and Saturdays. Volunteers can
also join Tom going door-to-door once or twice a
week. Any help you can offer is deeply appreciated.
To contact the Dobbins campaign, call Joey
Oppermann at 934-7910 or Tom Dobbins at 287-4510.
The Dobbins headquarters is located at CIiff
Bowman's office at 4136 Clemson Blvd. next to
Stringer Animal Hospital and across from the Kia
Dealership.
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BRING SNACKS FOR POLL WATCHERS
Anderson Democratic Women are planning to provide
shacks for people who are watching the polls on
Election Day, November. 4. For this project, you can
bring bottled water, soft drinks, individually wrapped
candy bars, pretzels, chips or other non-perishable
snacks and drop them off at headquarters. Or you can
contribute cash for someone else to do the shopping.
Headquarters volunteers will pack the sacks. Nov. 4
will be a long day and snacks will be much
appreciated.

Republicans are “SHEEPLE.”
Author unknown

Anderson Democratic Party
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621
864-332-0595
www.andersondemocrats _.com
P.O. Box 13052
Anderson, SC 29624

The headquarters are open Monday through
Saturday, 11-9. Volunteers are always needed to
keep the office open. To volunteer call
headquarters or contact Andrew Hammett at
andrew.hammett@gmail.com _ or 864-356-9082..
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