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We have had a very active and successful few months
in the county party. We had a wonderful turnout for
the Presidential Primary, 17,500 votes in Anderson
County alone. That is about twice as many as we had
in 2004. If that many votes were received for local
candidates, we could put some Democrats in office in
our area. We have raised sufficient funds to keep the
office open, though we must continue that effort
throughout the year.

Lately, I have come to see that returning the
Democratic Party to its strength and numbers of 30
years ago will be a lengthy process. | am thinking in
terms of a building process that may take several
years. We did not get to our situation overnight, and
we will not be back to maximum strength quickly,
either. Plan to commit yourself to building a strong
foundation by joining us at the precinct organization
meeting on Feb. 23 and the County Convention on
March 6. Details of the meetings are in this
newsletter. If we turn out in large numbers for those
meetings, the press and the public will take notice.
We can then reassure voters and candidates that
there will be a strong base of support for progressive
ideas and policies into the future. We don't want to be
seen as a flash in the pan which will be over soon.
Too much is at stake in our local, state, and national
governments to stand by and do nothing. Vote in all
the elections. Join us at public gatherings, e.g. our
summer barbeque on July 5. Let your voice be heard.
Send a check to support our local efforts. We don't
have to settle for less than is possible, as we have
seen over the last 7 years. Be the change you want to
happen.

Thanks to all who have contributed time, money,
effort, and influence among your friends and
neighbors. Your work is noticed and is having an
effect.

The featured speaker at the ACDP breakfast on
March 1 will be Walt McLeod, a member of the SC
House of Representatives from Newberry and
Lexington counties. He is encouraged that we are
building the party in the Upstate.

| hope to see you soon.

Stuart Sprague
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February 23 — 10 a.m. ACDP
precinct meetings at the Anderson
County Library on McDuffie St.
March 1 — 9 a.m. ACDP breakfast at
the Golden Corral.

March 6 — 7 p.m. Anderson County
Democratic Party Convention,
Anderson County Library on McDuffie Street.

March 15 — 11 a.m. Anderson County Democratic
Women'’s potluck at the Ravines Clubhouse.

April 12-13 - DFA - Training Academy in Charleston.
May 2 — Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner.

May 3 — SC Democratic Convention, Columbia.

July 5 — Annual Summer Barbeque at Farmers’
Market, Anderson.

August 25-28 - Democratic National Convention in
Denver.

Barbara Dowd has accepted the responsibility of being
the treasurer of the ACDP while Frances Symons is
undergoing treatment for cancer. We are most
grateful for the loyal service Frances has given the
party in many capacities and we are grateful for
Barbara’'s willingness to fill in as treasurer. We wish
Frances well and look forward to her resuming her role
as treasurer.

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN WILL MEET AT

THE RAVINES

Chairman Stephany Grace announced that the March
15 meeting of the Anderson County Democratic
Women will be a potluck held at the Ravines
Clubhouse at 11 a.m.. The entrance to the Ravines is
located between the Carolina First Bank and the
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church on E. Greenville St.
and across the street from the Hair Cottage. The
Clubhouse is the first building on the right. Parking is
limited, so carpool if possible. Please bring a
casserole, salad or dessert.

Cherie Mabrey, the DNC organizer in the
Upstate, will speak to the group “On Being a Democrat
in South Carolina.”




At the February 2 ACDP breakfast, Joey Opperman

and Andrew Hammett outlined what Democrats must

do to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) for the November

election. They recommended that we:

1. encourage people to vote early, that is before
election day.

2. have a voter registration drive at grocery stores,
Walmart, etc.

3. have a phone bank to remind people to vote.

4. provide transportation for voters to get to the polls.
Charles Hamby added that personal contact by

calling on people in their homes was a successful way

to get people to register. He hoped that each

Democrat would commit to contacting one family that

isn’'t registered and taking the application to them to fill

out.

Candidates who wish to run for the South Carolina
State Legislature, other state offices, or county offices
can file at Anderson County Democratic headquarters,
115 N. Main St., Anderson.. People running for the
United States Congress must file in Columbia.

Applications can be made for two weeks beginning
noon March 16 until noon March 30. Call the
headquarters for hours.

The filing fee is equal to 1% of the salary for the
office for which the candidate is running.

| am offering a $25 reward for anyone who can return
to me a small black and white poster that reads

“Whole Hog for Hillary," which she graciously
autographed and which | inadvertently left in the
Women's restroom at the Civic Center. Only
Democratic women need apply for this reward.

Thelma Spencer

It would help immensely if all of you who have e-mail,
but are receiving this newsletter by snail mail would
agree to having it come to you online. We are
currently mailing over 800 newsletters and the cost is
over $400 a month. Since fund-raising is a painful
process, we would appreciate your shaving a bit off
our postage bill by getting the newsletter through e-
mail.

You can send your e-mail address to
wbl120@gmail.com and we will add you to our e-mail
list.
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Michael Deanhardt made a motion at the January
ACDP meeting that we support a substantial increase
in the current seven cent cigarette tax which is the
lowest in the nation. The funds raised should be used
to pay for urgently needed programs such as health
care. The motion carried.

Governor Sanford’s position is that if there are any
new taxes, they must be offset with tax decreases and
he proposes to lower the state income tax if the
cigarette tax is increased. This would benefit the
higher income people, as low income people don’t pay
SC income tax.

DFA OFFERS CAMPAIGN TRAINING

Democracy for America (DFA) will be coming to
Charleston April 12-13 for training in how to manage a
political campaign and/or run for office.

The DFA Training Academy brings hundreds of
local activists, campaign staff and candidates together
for 2 days of intensive campaign training. You will
meet with experienced campaign professionals to
discuss winning campaign strategies for your area.
Topics include: field planning, voter contact,
fundraising, communications, volunteer recruitment
and more.

You will get to meet local progressive candidates
and learn about exciting job and volunteer
opportunities in their area. Training attendees also will
receive their own copy of DFA's 180-page Campaign
Training Manual.

Join DFA and hundreds of local grassroots
activists on April 12-13 for two days of energizing
campaign training.

For more info or to sign up if you can make it go to
www.dfalink.com/sc_training.

Stuart Sprague, ACDP chairman, hoped for a turnout
of 10,000 for the Democratic primary on January 26,
but was happily surprised when 17,435 voted that day.
This nearly doubled the approximately 9,700 who
voted in the last Democratic primary.

Of the 54 delegates allotted to South Carolina for
the National Convention, 25 belong to Barak Obama,
12 to Hillary Clinton and 8 to John Edwards. While the
state's delegate counts are known, no one knows who
the delegates will be yet. Pledged delegates will be
elected at the S.C. State Democratic Convention on
May 3.

South Carolina also has 8 unpledged or “super
delegates” which include Carol Fowler, SCDP
chairman, and SC Democratic members of the House
of Representatives.



RESERVE EARLY FOR J-J DINNER
Since this is a presidential election year, it will be
especially important for members to make reservations
early for the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner on May 2.
To make a reservation, send a check for $100 if a
delegate or $125 if not a delegate to the ACDP P.O.
Box. Include a memo indicating what the check is for.
A nationally known speaker will address the group.
Who knows — it might be the candidate for president?

"Any Democrat who is a registered voter can run
to become a delegate," said Carol Fowler. "The South
Carolina Democratic Party wants our state delegation
to be as diverse as our electorate. We encourage
Democratic voters of all ages, races and sexual
orientation to get involved in this process."

She said many people have expressed interest in
the delegate selection process since the recent
primary election, but don't know how or where to get
started. The first step for anyone seeking to be a
delegate is to attend his or her precinct meeting at 10
a.m. Feb. 23 at the Anderson County Library.

For more information about the South Carolina
Democratic Party's delegate selection plan, visit
www.scdp.org.

The following have contributed at least $100 to the
fund to keep the headquarters open:

Richard Cockrell John & Barbara Dowd
Frances Symons Bud Flier

Ardy Armen Stuart Sprague

Ed & Jean Martin Lily Hall

Charles and Betty Hamby Michael Deanhardt

Bill & Bonnie Ledbetter Robert Ferguson

T. H. Galloway Christel Loescher

Robert Wilde Barbara & Robert Gaines
Alva Zeffiro Andrew Hammett
Wilhelmina Rhoe David & Wendie Sims
Kathy Miller Phil Silverstein

Dick Cockrell shared this with the ACDP meeting
February 2:

by DHinMI

Next time you hear someone extol the virtues of
“"traditional family values," or call on the country to seal
the borders and not allow in new immigrants, or
declare that we need to go back to the good old days
(that often weren't very good), there's something you
should remember. Something that demonstrates the
profound changes in this country since the 1950's,
before the civil rights movement and the feminist
movement helped to greatly advance the cause of
equal opportunity for ALL American citizens,
something that demonstrates that we will not go
backward, that America has irreversibly changed, and
that we have changed for the better:
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Never before in the history of the United States of
America have the voters and delegates of a major
political party had to choose their nominee for
President from a field that did not include a white male.

We may or may not win this election, but in the
greater social and cultural conflict fought out in this
country for the last 50 years, we have won.
Democrats liked all our candidates when John
Edwards was still running for President, and we still
like our candidates now that we no longer have a white
male to choose. We are not threatened by having to
choose between a woman and a man of color. We not
only accept this as our current American reality, we
embrace it as our future. WE are the party of
tolerance. WE are the party of diversity. WE are the
party of solidarity. And WE are the party of change.
Source:
http://www.dailykos.com/storyonly/2008/1/30/125043/613

Anderson Democratic Party
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621
864-332-0595
www.andersondemocrats _.com
P.O. Box 13052
Anderson, SC 29624
The headquarters are open Monday - Friday, 11-5.
Volunteers are needed to keep the office open. Email
Rufus Moss at rufemoss@yahoo.com to volunteer.
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