March 2007

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Stuart Sprague
864-314-5640
sprague_s@bellsouth.net

The Presidential primary will
be held on January 29, 2008.
We will need lots of local
volunteers and help for that.

/ We have 76 precincts
to organize. Please let members of the Executive
Committee know if you are willing to serve as a
precinct organizer.

A training event will be held in Columbia on
March 17-18 to prepare volunteers to work in the
primary. Any who would like to go, let me know. April
26-28 will be a big weekend. On the 26th a nationally
televised debate of the presidential candidates from
SC State in Orangeburg. On the 27th the Jefferson-
Jackson Dinner in Columbia. On the 28th the State
Democratic Convention. All who served as delegates
in 2006 can return in 2007. To fill in for those who
can't return, we can add alternates. Let met know of
your interest to return or serve as an alternate.

| am also planning an event for July 7, a
barbeque at the Farmer's Market.

We will have First Saturday breakfasts
regularly at Golden Corral at 9 a.m..

Our 100 people giving at least $100 is off to a
great start. We will update totals at our meeting on
March 3.

Finally, a website is in the works.

RED, WHITE, AND BLUE

ON MAIN STREET

Democrats are proud to have a
place to meet, to make telephone
calls, and to assist candidates in
both local and state races. The
headquarters are located at 115 North Main Street in
downtown Anderson. It will be open Monday through
Friday from 11:00 until 3:00. Rufus Moss and
Charles Hamby are currently working with volunteers
to staff those hours. Anyone who wants to be a part
of this schedule can just let the office know. The
more, the better! T-shirts, hats, and bumper stickers
are available for Democrats and like-minded souls.
There is a job for everyone. not only office hour
volunteers, but typists and addressers, stamp
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stickers, envelope stuffers and anyone who has a
plan to promote the Democratic Party in Anderson!

DEMOCRATS EXIST AND ARE PROUD TO
BE DEMOCRATS!

In order to keep our headquarters open on Main
Street, Anderson, members and friends are issued a
challenge to contribute “$100 from 100!" If 100
Democrats each give $100 or more to the Party,
there will be no problem paying rent and utilities
which cost approximately $700 a month. Charles
Hamby is planning to issue a personal challenge to
Democrats to meet this goal. Currently, 13 donors
have contributed $1,500 to this fund.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 3 - The next monthly
meeting will be Saturday, March
3, 2007, at 9:00 a.m, at the
Golden Corral in Anderson. Our
speaker will be Bakari Sellers,
Representative, SC District 90
(see write-up in this newsletter).
The ACDP meets reqularly at 9:00 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month.

March 6 - Fund-raiser at Representative John
Spratt’s home in Washington, DC.

March 15 - Deadline for articles for the April
newsletter.

March 17 —11:00 a.m: Democratic Women will meet
at the Golden Corral.

March 17-18: Training session in Columbia for the
2008 Demaocratic Primary volunteers.

March 22 — 11:00-3:00 — Headquarters. Stuff
envelopes with newsletter

April 7 — Monthly meeting of ACDP. Speaker will be
Carol Kahre Fowler, candidate for State Party Chair.
April 26: Presidential Debate at South Carolina
State University in Orangeburg.

April 27-28 : Democratic Party State Convention in
Columbia. Details for the debate and convention are
given on the South Carolina Democratic Party
website (http://www.scdp.org/).

Anderson County Democrats are allotted 60
delegates to the State Democratic Party Convention
which will be held April 27-28 in Columbia. If you
would like to be a delegate, contact Stuart Sprague.




The annual Jefferson-

Jackson Day Dinner will be
held on Friday, April 27. A nationally known
individual will speak. ACDP hopes a large number of
members from the county will attend.

The cost of the dinner will be $100 per
person, but attendance by the delegates is optional.
Make reservations as soon as possible with Frances
Symons, treasurer (224-4582). Proceeds from the
dinner will go to the state party. .

Some may choose to attend Congressman
Clyburn’s fish fry which is free.

South Carolina is among the first states in
the nation to hold a presidential primary. Because of
the critical role we will play, national candidates will
be eager to visit our state and we plan to invite them
to come to the Upstate.

There are 76 precincts in Anderson County
and ideally there need to be two VOLUNTEERS for
each precinct. Surely there are 152 Democrats in the
county to fill these posts. If there aren’t sufficient
volunteers, we will have to pay people to do the job.
It will cost about $500,000 to hold the statewide
primary.

MEET OUR MARCH ACDP SPEAKER

The speaker at our March meeting will be
Bakari Sellers who was elected to the South Carolina
House of Representative last November and is
currently the youngest member of the House. He
represents District 90 which includes Bamburg
County. He is also Third Vice President of the State
Democratic Party, the youth representative.

Bakari Sellers was raised in the town of
Denmark, South Carolina. His parents, Dr. and Mrs.
Cleveland Sellers, instilled in their son a passion for
education and social activism. His mother,
Gwendolyn Sellers, has been in higher education
over 20 years, while his father, Dr. Cleveland Sellers
has been a champion for civil rights in South Carolina
and now serves as Director of African American
Studies at the University of South Carolina.

Education being a top priority, Bakari
graduated from the South Carolina public school
system, and then proceeded to Morehouse College
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. He now
continues his education at the University Of South
Carolina School Of Law.

Bakari began his journey in politics by
working for United States Congressman James
Clyburn, Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, and the
Southeastern Regional Director of the NAACP.
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While at Morehouse College, Bakari was elected
Student Government Association President and, by
virtue of his position, served on the College's Board
of Trustees. These experiences have inspired him to
engage in “not politics, but public service.”

We look forward to welcoming this promising
young man and we expect to hear great things from
him in the future.

Lawrence Webb, president of the Upstate Chapter of
Americans United for Separation of Church and
State, spoke to the February meeting of ACDP. He
reminded us of the long roots separation of church
and state has in American history. Ironically, its
beginnings can be traced to Roger Williams and the
Baptist Church in colonial times and it now comes
under assault by modern-day Baptists.

Webb warned us against mimicking the
religiosity of the Republicans, but rather he advised
that we promote American values such as dealing
with the causes of poverty, standing for human rights
and protesting against war.

He recommended the book American
Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on
America. by Chris Hedges, formerly a journalist for
the NY Times. He also suggested that we keep
current by looking at www.theocracywatch.org.

Webb encouraged people to pay $25 to join
the Americans for Separation of Church and State.
For more information, you can e-mail him at
webbtex@charter.net or call 864-225-1751.

The barbeque we held last fall was one of the most
successful events the Anderson County Democratic
Party sponsored. We are planning to hold another on
July 7. Presidential candidates will be invited to
attend.

The location will be in the Farmers’ Market
on Murray Street as before. Ron Gilreath will provide
the barbeque.

Many thanks are due to Sue Cheney for serving as
the Anderson County representative on the State
Democratic Party Executive Committee.

Her replacement must be a female who is
able to attend meetings in Columbia once a month. If
you wish to be considered, notify Stuart Sprague.

Annual dues are $20 per person for the calendar year
from January through December. The enclosed
envelope is for dues, contributions to the $100 Fund
or any other contributions which are most welcomed.



DEMOCRATIC WOMEN MEET
Anderson County Democratic Women meet every
third Saturday. So far, we have been meeting at
11:00 a.m. at the Golden Corral. The officers are
Stephany Grace, president; Barbara Hodges, vice-
president; Barbara Crawford, treasurer and Bonnie
Ledbetter, secretary.

Jean Martin provided information at the February
meeting about Representative Gresham Barrett's
voting record on all of the issues the Democrats
sponsored during their first 100 hours as the majority
in the House. Representing the Third Congressional
District of SC, Barrett voted NO on all of the issues,
including the minimum wage bill. Senator Jim DeMint
representing all of SC was one of only three senators
who voted NO on the minimum wage bill.

LEDBETTERS EDIT NEWSLETTER
This is the first newsletter in 2007. Bill and Bonnie
Ledbetter have accepted responsibility for the
newsletter. We will accept letters, articles,
announcements, news, etc. by e-mail at
wbl120@gmail.com . Items will be included as
space allows. We reserve the right to edit any
submissions. The deadline for material for the April
issue will be March 15, 2007 .

It will save a great deal of money if we can
deliver the newsletter to you by E-
mail, so _if you haven't given us your E-malil
address, please send it to us.

JIM REX REQUESTS DONATIONS
Jim Rex incurred heavy campaign debts to achieve
his election as State Superintendent of Education.
To relieve him of this burden, so he can concentrate
on his job of serving South Carolina’s children, you
can make a contribution by going to
http://www.jimrex.com/contribute/

I"#
South Carolina Democratic Party Chair Joe Erwin
and Congressman Jim Clyburn traveled to South
Carolina State University today to announce that
South Carolina will host the first candidates' debate
of the 2008 Presidential cycle on Thursday April 26th
2007 at 7:00Pm. The Democratic Presidential
candidates debate will be produced by NBC News
and hosted by SC State, a Historically Black College
and University which also happens to the be Alma
Mater of Congressman Clyburn.

MSNBC will carry exclusive live coverage of
the South Carolina Democratic Party's presidential
primary debate on April 26, 2007 live from 7:00 to
8:30 pm (ET) and streamed live on MSNBC.com.
MSNBC, which has intensified its focus on politics
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with its successful non-stop political coverage during
the recent mid-term elections, will preview the debate
during the day on April 26th. The network's signature
political program, "Hardball with Chris Matthews," will
air live from South Carolina State University at 5:00
pm (ET) with key interviews and analysis in
anticipation of the debate. The network will also air
comprehensive analysis of the debate afterward.

| have not been a card-carrying Democrat for very
long, so | did not realize that we had been insulted
when President Bush referred to us as the
“Democrat” Party in his State of the Union Address,
rather than the “Democratic” Party. | am glad |
learned that lesson early, so | won’t make that
mistake in our newsletter. (It does seem as if we
have become a bit over-sensitive in looking for
slights.) BSL
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