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MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
June 7 - 9 a.m. – ACDP breakfast at 
the Golden Corral.  Matthew 
Richardson will speak. 
June 10  – Primary Election Day. 
June 21  – 11 a.m. - Anderson County 
Democratic Women at McCarthy’s, 112 

North Main St.  Speaker: Marshall Meadors III. 
July 5  – 5 p.m. – Third Annual Summer Barbeque at 
Farmers’ Market, Anderson. 
August 25-28 -  Democratic National Convention in 
Denver. 
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At the SC Democratic State Convention on May 3, 
Matthew Richardson, was elected as the Democratic 
National Committee member representing South 
Carolina.  He replaces Waring Howe who has served 
ably and admirably for a number of years.  Matthew 
will be the speaker for the June 7 ACDP breakfast at 
the Golden Corral.  
 Matthew was born in Barnwell and was educated 
in the public schools there.  He graduated from Duke 
University and the University of South Carolina Law 
School.  He practices law in Greenville and Columbia.  
He and his wife, Beth, have two sons. 
 He has participated in many Democratic activities 
such as the SC Party Platform and Resolutions 
Committee, the Committee of 100, the Yellow Dog 
Club, and as attorney for Democratic Voter Protection  
 South Carolina’s other DNC member is Gilda 
Cobb-Hunter who was re-elected by acclamation at 
the State Convention in Columbia. 
 There will not be a July ACDP breakfast. 
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Brena Walker, Vice President of the SC Democratic 
Women’s Council, organized the meeting held at 
Tucker’s Restaurant on May 17.  Cherie Mabrey spoke 
on “Any Woman Can Run or Help Others Run.” 
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There are three contested races in the Anderson 
County Democratic primary on June 10.  Leonardo 
Ortiz and Roger Odachowski are running in SC Senate 
District 4.  Charles Griffin and Thomas R. Dobbins are 
running in SC Senate District 8.  Voters in all districts 
will have a choice for the United States Senate.  
Michael Cone (see http://www.mjcone.com/) and Bob 
Conley (see http://blbconleyforsenate.com/) are 
running to challenge Lindsey Graham in November. 
 

WILHELMINA RHOE WILL ATTEND 
DENVER CONVENTION 

Wilhelmina Rhoe from 
Anderson County was 
chosen at the caucus of 
the Third Congressional 
District Democrats to be 
part of the SC delegation 
to the Democratic 
Convention in Denver 
next August.  She is 

pledged to Barak Obama.   
 Other Third Congressional District members 
chosen at the caucus were Kelly Adams from Laurens 
County representing Hillary Clinton, Mike Evatt from 
Oconee County representing John Edwards and 
Tremain Mattress from Oconee County representing 
Barak Obama. 
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Expect another rousing good time at the Third Annual 
ACDP barbeque on July 5 at the Farmers’ Market on 
Murray Avenue..  Festivities will begin at 5 p.m.  Once 
again we are fortunate to have the barbeque prepared 
by Ron Gilreath.  Dinners will be $10 for adults.  
Desserts will be $1.  David Snyder’s The Last Road              
Band will play and we are hopeful there will be some 
high profile guests attending. 
 Those contributing desserts are asked to wrap 
cookies, cake, brownies, etc. in individual serving size 
packages. 
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EDITOR’S REPORT FROM 
THE CONVENTION 

By Bonnie Ledbetter 
This was the first state convention I 
have ever attended.  It was the first 
of several firsts that added to my 
education the weekend of May 2-3.  
The Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner 

on Friday evening was the first $100 dinner I have ever 
eaten.  The food was just fine.  Stuffed from the J-J 
Dinner, Bootie Mayfield and I felt the need to continue 
our education with our first attendance at 
Representative Jim Clyburn’s famous fish fry.  
Fortunately we weren’t hungry, because the line for fish 
was l-o-n-g.  The fish fry, as most of you know, is held 
in a parking garage not too far from the capitol.  We 
went in on the west side and snaked our way through 
the crowd to the east side.  The noise from the crowd 
and the band bounced back and forth off every part of 
the parking garage and left us with our brains vibrating.  
We decided we had had enough education for the 
evening and headed back to the hotel. 
 On Saturday 
morning at the 
Women’s Council 
breakfast, we caught 
avid photographer, 
Brena Walker, 
catching photos of 
Democrats doing their 
democratic duties.  
 After being properly credentialed, we assembled 
in congressional district caucuses to choose our 
delegates to the Denver convention.  (see previous 
article.) 
 Then the actual convention began.  It consisted 
mainly of voting and standing up waiting to be counted 
and then voting again and standing up to be counted.  I 
think we voted five times, but it seemed like more than 
that.  When we had ballots, our chairman, Stuart 
Sprague was kept busy seeing that the Obama, Clinton 
and Edwards delegates got the appropriate ballots and 
then making sure they were collected.  The selection 
process was confusing, because the formula for picking 
candidates was complicated.  There had to be the 
appropriate number of young and seniors, minority and 
majority, male and female, maybe tall and short, for all I 
know. 

 Sometimes 
there were nom-
inating speeches 
and seconding 
speeches.  There 
were also “remarks” 
by notables – Jim 
Clyburn, John 
Spratt, Jim Rex and 
Carol Fowler.   

                   Picture by Jim Miller 

 The theme they all played over and over was that 
when the candidate for president is chosen, we will 
unite to support him/her to victory in November. 
 And there were resolutions – 63 of them.  They 
were dispatched in a timely fashion.  In one of the few 
moments of levity, Don Fowler, husband of the state 
party chair, offered a 64th resolution – that John 
McCain choose our governor, Mark Sanford, as his 
running mate.  Don felt this would guarantee the 
Democrats would win at all levels in November. 
 All in all, the Convention was an excellent 
experience.  I am glad I went, but I would note that 
there is no break for lunch. 
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The list of contributors to the $100 Club has increased 
to forty-one toward our goal of one hundred.  Please 
consider having your name added to this list.  New 
contributors in the past month are: 
 Brenda Goodman 
 Marshall Meadors, III 
 Nan Shubert 

Robert and Elsie Thompson 
 Margo R. Cooke 
 Hal and Leila Stuckey 
The number of dues paying members has increased to 
ninety-one. 
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Anderson Democratic Party 
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621 

864-332-0595 
www.andersondemocrats .com  

P.O. Box 13052 
Anderson, SC 29624 

 
The headquarters are open Monday through 
Friday, 11-5.  Volunteers are always needed to 
keep the office open.  Email Rufus Moss at 
rufemoss@yahoo.com  to volunteer. 
 

OFFICERS 
Stuart Sprague                             Chairman 
Gracie Floyd 1st Vice-chair 
Stephany Grace 2nd Vice-chair 
Andrew Hammett            3rd Vice-chair 
Barbara Dowd                         Treasurer 
Luta Mayfield                      Secretary 
David Vandiver   Executive committeeman 
Wilhelmina Rhoe Executive committeewoman 
Dean Harbert Alternate committeeman 
Jenny White Alternate committeewoman 
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby             HQ Coordinators 
Philip Cheney       Immediate Past Chairman 
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter     Newsletter Editors 
 

 


