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We are entering an exciting phase
of the primary campaign. Soon we

! will have had our summer gathering
and two debates in South Carolina. Now we need to
get organized. Call your state representative and
encourage him (they are all men) to support the bill
which authorizes the Election Commission to run the
primary election next January. That will be an
enormous help to us and spare us the time and
expense of running it ourselves.

Thanks to Joey Opperman and Gracie Floyd for
their suggestions. If we can raise the money needed
to operate our headquarters for two years, we can
devote our time and energy next year to winning
races. Their suggestion that we get young people
involved is especially important.

Our next breakfast meeting will be devoted to
getting organized by precinct. Come find out who
else is in your precinct and start preparing for our
county convention and the campaigns in January,
April, and November of 2008. We have a lot of work
to do, and our best hope of taking some races next
year is getting out the vote.

We are sending only an email copy of this
newsletter to those of you who have an email
address on file. You have been receiving a hard
copy also, because it has an envelope for you to
return a contribution. If our contributions lag this
month, we will go back to sending everyone an
envelope. Those of you with email, send your
contributions in, and we won’t bug you any more with
mail in your USPS mailbox.

Thanks for all that you do.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
June 2 — 9 a.m. The next
monthly meeting will be
Saturday, June 2, at 9:00
a.m, at the Golden Corral in
Anderson. The ACDP meets
reqgularly at 9:00 a.m. on the
first Saturday of each month.

June 16 - 11 a.m. Anderson County Democratic

Women meet at Linley Park for a box lunch

picnic.
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July 7 — Anderson County Democratic Party
barbeque at Farmer’ Market.

July 20 — Deadline for July Newsletter.

July 28-30 - Democratic Leadership Council
hosts National Conversation in Nashville, TN.
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At the May executive committee meeting, Gracie
Floyd and Joey Opperman suggested that the
Anderson County Democratic Party employ three
approaches to fund raising and motivating voters.

The first item would be to focus on fundraising,
asking for contributions from friends and other
Democrats.

The second item would be a program to
Strengthen the Youth by selecting a group of young
people and mentoring them in the activities of the
Democratic Party.

The third approach would be to organize the
precincts in preparation for the Spring 2008 ACDP
Convention by visiting residents in their homes and
encouraging them to attend the convention.

Three cheers for Andrew Hammett who has brought
the ACDP into the 21% century by establishing a
website with all sorts of information. Included are our
beliefs, calendar of events, information about our
headquarters, recent issues of our newsletters, list of
officers and information about the Anderson County
Democratic Women. Andrew requests that members
E-mail him photos of people and events regarding
Party activities. His E-mail address is:
andrewhammett@gmail.com.

Check it out at www.andersondemocrats.com.




During a joyous luncheon at Tucker's Restaurant on
April 21, the Anderson County Democratic Women
honored Debbie Dorn as the Woman of Distinction for
2007.

Gladys Robertson read congratulatory
statements from Nick Theodore and Tommy Moore.
Dick Riley, who served as governor of South Carolina
and Secretary of Education under Bill Clinton, came
from Greenville to praise Debbie and her family for all
they have done for the Democratic Party. David
Vandiver described how in 2004 the party had no
idea how to hold a primary, but with Debbie’s
organizational and financial help, the 2004 primary
was a great success. Dean Harbert described
Debbie’s role as a good friend and Trav Robertson
spoke of how much he had learned about practicing
politics from working with Debbie. Kleo Strathakis
told how helpful Debbie has been to her personally.
These friends of Debbie’s told of her efforts for those
less privileged. Kleo said Debbie has “done more for
people than anybody | know.” Several spoke of what
an excellent mother she has been for her son Chris
and what a fine young man he has become. Brena
Walker, who organized the luncheon, expressed for
all of us our pride in Debbie and all she has
accomplished.

Previous Women of Distinction were Saundra
Grisham and Kleo Stathakis.

Our own Kleo
Stathakis was one of
four women inducted
into the South Carolina
Democratic Women's
Hall of Fame. Brena
Walker, vice-president
of the Women'’s
Council presented
Kleo the award citing
her long service to the Democratic Party at the local,
state and national levels. Aren’t we proud!!!
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Anderson County Democrats are shining all over the
state. Two of our local stars, Charles Hamby and
Joey Opperman, were elected to the State
Democratic Party executive committee. Charles is
the new second vice chairman and Joey is the new
third vice chairman. Kudos to you both!!!

Delegates from Anderson County Democratic Party
to the State convention returned full of enthusiasm
and excitement for the future prospects of the Party.
Anderson County had forty-four registered delegates.
Charles Hamby, who was elected second vice chair
of the party, declared it was the best convention he
had ever attended. It was encouraging to see so
many young people at the convention.

Candidates for president attended the Jefferson-
Jackson Day dinner and were seated among the
delegates. Gracie Floyd was designated to sit next to
Hillary Clinton. Joe Biden sat at Brena Walker's
table. Our members had numerous opportunities to
talk with the candidates.

At the business meeting on Saturday, Carol
Fowler was elected the first female chair of a major
political party in South Carolina. With the election of
Charles Hamby as second vice chair and Joey
Opperman as third vice chair of the Party, Anderson
County will have great influence on the direction of
the Party in South Carolina.

Hamby, Opperman, Fowler, Jeffcoat

For a change of scene, ADW will meet in Linley Park
at 11:00 June 16. The group will gather in Shelter
House No. 1. A box lunch will be provided — for a
price, of course. Please make reservations with
Barbara Hodges (226-5551) or tell the person who
calls reminding you of the meeting, so we know how
many box lunches to order.

We have invited special guests to join us for the
picnic. There will be no Democratic Women's
meeting in July.

Stephany Grace, Chair
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Dr. Brown brought his vision of developing the Rocky
River Swamp into a park, a nature center, and an
educational laboratory to the May meeting of the
ACDP. Inspired by what he learned about Augusta,
Georgia’s success in revitalizing the Phinizy Swamp,
he believes our community can accomplish
something similar with the land which is already
owned by Anderson County plus hopefully several
adjacent parcels that are privately owned.

He has been building interest in the project by
contacting various individuals and groups including
Terence Roberts, the mayor of Anderson, the
president of Anderson University, the Cox Creek
Greenway Program and Upstate Forever.

His first step is educating the public and gaining
their interest. When all the legal knots have been
unraveled and land titles have been established,
cleaning up the area will come next which will allow
the water to flow freely through the swamp into Lake
Secession.

There are now 92 dues-paying members of the
ACDP. Thirty-two people have paid $100 or
more to keep the headquarters open on Main
Street.

Unprecedented occurrence Joey Opperman
received $125 more than he spent on his
campaign for third vice chair of the SC
Democratic Party, so he is returning it to the
State Party treasury.

The last presidential election in which the
Democrats carried South Carolina was in 1976.
At the May ACDP meeting, members voted to
approve changing the name of Mall Road to
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.

Charles Griffin is running in District 8 to unseat
Dan Bowen.

The Democratic Leadership Council is hosting a
National Conversation in Nashville, TN July 28-30.
Many national leaders including presidential
candidates, Senators, Governors and Mayors will be
there to participate in discussing innovative ideas for
the Democratic Party.

Scholarships for airfare and hotel are available
for elected officials. For more information, call the
DLC at 1-800-546-0027 or go to www.DLC.org.
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Emily’s List is a political action committee (PAC) with
the goal of electing Democratic women to office. The
name is derived from Early Money Is Like Yeast.

Emily’s List was founded in 1985 for the purpose
of recruiting women candidates for local, state and
national offices. The organization also helps them
run effective campaigns and supports them with
funding. They also sponsor campaigns encouraging
women to vote.

When Emily’s List began, no woman had ever
been elected to the Senate on her own, no woman
had been elected governor of a large state, and only
12 women were members of the House of
Representatives or less than 3% of the 435
members. Since 1985, Emily’s List has helped elect
67 Representatives, 13 Senators and 8 Governors.
Anticipating strong Republican targeting of women
running for Congress, Emily’'s List is seeking early
money to withstand the Republican attacks.
Members of their governing board have issued a
challenge. They personally will donate $1 for every
dollar contributed up to $500,000 before June 15. If
you are interested in joining Emily’s List, you can
contact the organization at www.emilyslist.org. or
write to 1120 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 1100,
Washington, DC 20036.

At their April convention, Anderson County
Republicans elected Lee Rogers of Williamston as
chairman; Page Rice of Belton as first vice chairman,
Mary McAbee as second vice chairman; Matthew
Hilley of Starr as third vice chairman; Liz Holmes of
Anderson as secretary; Eddie King of Iva as
treasurer, and Susan Aiken of Anderson as state
executive committeeman.
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