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, The most important news is our Bar-B-
Q on July 7 at the Farmers’ Market in Anderson. We
have invited folks from the 3rd Congressional District
and places beyond. Governor Bill Richardson of New
Mexico will be there to present his platform and meet
as many folks as he can. Other candidates have
been invited and may be there or send
representatives.

This event builds on our success of last summer.
Many who attended last year's event were pleasantly
surprised to meet so many Democrats. | would like
to double or triple the size of the crowd. We are
going to have excellent food at a reasonable price,
cooked by Ron Gilreath. Many are bringing
homemade desserts to add to the enjoyment. We
will have music and candidates and party officials. If
you can only make one event in person, this is the
one.

Thanks are in order for all the members of the
local party team. Our organizers, editors, fund
raisers, headquarters volunteers, and countless
others | don’t have space to mention by name have
all contributed to our resurgence. This is the time for
us to take advantage of the general frustration
abroad in the land and develop and elect some new
leadership. Come help us make it happen in
November of 2008.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Juy 7 - 4.00 p.m. Third
Congressional District Democratic
Party meeting at the Farmers’
Market.

July 7 - 5:00-8:00 p.m. The
Second Annual barbeque at the
Farmers’ Market. There will be no breakfast
meeting this month.

July 20 — Deadline for articles for the August issue of
the Newsletter.

July 23 — Democratic Presidential candidates debate
in Charleston.

July 26-29 — National College Democrats of America
Convention at USC in Columbia.

August 4 — 9 a.m. — Breakfast with the ACDP at the
Golden Corral.
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On July 7 at 5 p.m., Farmers’ Market will
be the scene of an old fashion
Democratic political rally with a soap box
and stump speakers and food and music.
Presidential candidate, Bill Richardson,
governor of New Mexico, will be there.
Ron Gilreath will provide his famous
mouth-watering barbeque. “The Last
Road” will perform down-home music.
Local, state and national Democratic
leaders will speak. And there will be a
straw vote for the Democratic candidate
for President of the United States.

Tables and chairs will be provided,
but anticipating a big crowd, it is
recommended that you throw a couple of
lawn chairs in the trunk just in case you
are left standing.

Tickets for the barbeque dinner will be
$5. Dessert will be extra

People will be able to register to vote
and/or become members of the Anderson
Democratic Party.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Please bring individual servings of a
dessert if you can.

BRING YOUR FRIENDS!!




On July 23, CNN will broadcast the third debate
among the Democratic presidential candidates. The
media sponsors are YouTube and Google. The
Citadel will be the site of the debate. All eight
candidates plan to attend.

Due to his new duties as Third Vice-chairman of the
State Democratic Party, Joey Opperman resigned as
Third Vice-chairman of Anderson County Democratic
Party. The executive committee elected Andrew
Hammett to fill this office, which is held by an
individual under the age of thirty. Andrew has
already been an active member of ACDP. He
developed our  very informative  website,
www.andersondemocrats.com. He is brimming with
ideas for getting young people involved in Democratic
activities. Andrew is a student at Clemson.

His mother, Jan Hammett, is an active member of
ACDP and his grandfather, Stuart Mclver, is a
member of the Broward County, Florida Democratic
Party. He contributed the article on Our Worst
Presidents in our April issue.

FLOYD AND HAMBY ISSUE CHALLENGE
Gracie Floyd and Charles Hamby have challenged
members of the community to give $100 to the
headquarters fund. @~ When each challenge has
reached $500, they will give an additional $100 to the
fund. Gracie will give her contribution in memory of
her husband, William A. Floyd who served a member
of Anderson County Council. As Gracie said, “He
was a Democrat born and Democrat bred and when
he died, he was a Democrat dead.”

Currently 32 people have contributed $3,400
to the headquarters fund. There are 96 dues paying
members of ACDP.

The executive committee of the South Carolina
Democratic Party enthusiastically chose Joe Werner
as the new Executive Director.

Joe graduated from the Pennsylvania State
University in 2001 majoring in U.S. Public
Administration. Since graduation, he has served in
several campaigns as fund raiser, speech writer and
strategist.

QUOTE
“Anybody who wants the presidency so much that
he’ll spend two years organizing and campaigning for
it is not to be trusted with the office.”
David Broder
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LISTEN TO DAVID WHITE ON WRIX
David White has programs on WRIX from Saturdays
from 9:00-midnight and 3:00-6:00 pm on Sundays.
WRIX is found at 103.1 FM. You can also listen
streaming live at www.talk.103.com. This is a
program with a progressive agenda which needs to
be heard in the upstate. You can call in to the
program to voice your opinion.

David needs sponsors to keep this program
on the air, so if you know anyone with a business that
would be willing to help sponsor this effort, contact
David at white653@bellsouth.net.

Many voters (not you, of course) think that how you
vote identifies you as a Democrat or a Republican or
an independent or whatever. (Confession time: that
is what | thought most of my life.) However one’s
voting record or one's sympathies (liberal,
conservative, radical) are only a part of the picture.

To actually be a Democrat, you need to join the
Party and become active, especially if you are
convinced that the opposition Party is the party of
corporations and the wealthy. If you think the war in
Irag was a terrible mistake or the assault on the
environment is disastrous, then it is time to quit
complaining and do something.

Here again, party politics appears to many (not
you, course) to be an activity for party operatives who
meet in some undisclosed place at unannounced
times to wheel and deal unobserved. What a
revelation to discover that the monthly meetings and
the executive committee meetings are open. And the
subject often discussed is how to get YOU involved.
The “party operatives” are not obscure plotters, but
regular folks (see the list of officers at the end of the
Newsletter) who want to make the county, state and
country a better place.

So Step One in becoming a Real Democrat is to
attend the meetings. Step Two is to pay dues ($20 a
year) and Step Three is to participate in Party
activities. There are so many ways to participate
from running for office to writing letters to the editor.
But that is an editorial for another time.

BSL

South Carolina College Democrats are hosting a
National College Democrats of America convention at
the University of South Carolina on July 26-29. Since
many delegates will be traveling from all over the
United States, funds are needed to provide travel
stipends to offset their expenses. Contributions are
much appreciated and can be sent to:

SC Federation of College Democrats

Attn: Jamarr Brown, President

5660 Nelson St. Lot 28

North Charleston, SC 29418



From Congressman and Majority
Whip James Clyburn comes a set
of new directions the Democratic
Party hopes to achieve. Among
the goals are:

finding a responsible way to

end the war in Iraq,

rebuilding the military,

implementing the 9/11 homeland security

recommendations,

fiscal discipline

lobby reform

government contracting reform

energy independence

dealing with global warming

funding stem cell research
For a complete list, go to www.scdp.org.

First, the state legislature passed a bill assuming
financial responsibility for both the Democratic and
Republican presidential primaries. Then the
governor vetoed it. Now the legislature has
overridden the veto. However, the legislature must
pass a new budget bill which includes funding for the
primaries, because this is not covered in the old
budget. South Carolina is the only state in which the
parties were expected to fund their own primaries.
The South Carolina Democratic Party was
anticipating having to raise about $300,000 to finance
the Democratic presidential primary scheduled for
January 29, 2008.

Under the new law, the state will provide the voting
machines, staff for the polls and financing for the
primaries.

NEW DEMOCRATS GENERATE BIG
IDEAS

The SC New Democrats presented their ideas at the
recent Party convention in Columbia and most of
them were adopted. They proposed a constitutional
amendment to establish a “top-quality, world-class”
education system. This would involve universal 4-
year-old kindergartens with support systems in health
and nutrition to ensure all children are ready to learn.
They want to provide universal access to learning
and training for all citizens, funded by financial aid,
tax credits, loans and community service to make
unlimited education affordable for everyone. They
plan to make wireless broadband available for every
South Carolina family. The New Democrats also want
to ensure a minimum level of health care for every
South Carolinian.
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This bold agenda was accepted by the
Convention, although the proposal that every student
be provided with a laptop computer was rejected.

For more, go to: www.SCNewDemocrats.org.
(This information was adapted from an article by Ken Campbell
and Steve Benjamin in The State, Tuesday, May 8, 2007. Mr.
Campbell and Mr. Benjamin are the chairmen of the Oconee and
Richland County Democratic Parties.)

We eagerly supported Jim Rex in his campaign to
become SC Superintendent of Education, but seem
to have abandoned the one state officer we elected
last November. His coffers are not only empty, but
he needs help in paying his campaign debts.

He is doing a great job as Superintendent. For
example, he is streamlining the testing system in our
schools to cut back on time and duplication which will
save money and give teachers more time on subject
material.

We cannot expect people to step forward to run
for office, if they are left to beg for money to pay their
campaign bills.

You can send contributions to:

Jim Rex for Our Schools
P.O. Box 12081
Columbia, SC 29211.

When Barak Obama visited McAlister Square on
June 15, several members of ACDP were among the
estimated 3,500 who came to hear him speak.
Gladys Robertson said he gave a fine speech.
Andrew Hammett was there to help him determine
whom he would support in the Democratic
presidential primary.

Obama’s message centered on hope for change,
for a new kind of politics.

Anderson Democratic Party
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621
864-332-0595
www.andersondemocrats.com
P.O. Box 13052
Anderson, SC 29624

OFFICERS
Stuart Sprague: Chairman
Gracie Floyd 1* Vice-chair
Jean McNair 2" Vice-chair

3" Vice-chair
Treasurer
Secretary

Andrew Hammett:
Frances Symons:

Gladys Robertson:
David Vandiver: Executive committeeman
Dean Harbert Alternate committee person
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby: HQ Coordinators
Philip Cheney: Immediate Past Chairman
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter Newsletter Editors



