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 DECEMBER 2007 
 
Anderson County Chair 
Stuart Sprague 
864-314-5640 
sprague_s@bellsouth.net 
 
We have had an exciting lead up to the 

Democratic Presidential Primary in January.  Four of the 
candidates have visited us in person and the spouse of 
another came to Anderson.  We have had a chance to 
see them up close and personal.  There is still a 
possibility for additional visits before the primary. 
 With the prospect of change at the national level 
next year, it is even more important that we use that 
energy to help us make changes at the local and state 
level.  The single most important thing we have done 
locally is to open and staff a party headquarters at 115 
North Main Street.  Candidates have used that as a base 
to get out their messages, and we will continue to need 
that through next November.  People have come to get 
literature, signs, and bumper stickers.  Folks walking by 
have stopped in to express interest and newcomers 
have discovered that there are Democrats here who 
care about the issues. 
 We need your help to keep it open so that our 
volunteers can continue to broadcast the message.  
Your contributions are essential in that effort.  We have 
about 60 people who have contributed at least $100 in 
2007, and our goal before the end of the year is 100.  
Help us complete this campaign so that we can start our 
2008 campaign with a huge boost. 
 If you are not able to give $100, please know that 
your contribution in any amount is greatly appreciated 
and will also contribute to the effort to change the politics 
of our local and state elections next year.  All 
contributions can be sent to the party address in this 
newsletter. 
 Thanks to all of you who have contributed time, 
energy, resources, and money to our Anderson County 
Democratic Party in 2007.  It has been a banner year.  
Best wishes for the holidays and your time with family 
and friends. 
Stuart 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
December 1 – 9 a.m. – Breakfast 
with the ACDP at the Golden Corral. 
December 6 – 6:30 p.m. Third 
Congressional District Meeting, 
Abbeville Recreation Center. 

December 8  – 11 a.m. Democratic Women at Stephany 
Grace’s home. 
December 20 – Deadline for articles for the January 
issue of the Newsletter. 
January 21 – Presidential debate in Myrtle Beach. 
January 25  – Stump meeting with presidential 
candidates at Jamil Shrine, Columbia. 
January 26 – Democratic Presidential Primary in 
South Carolina.  
February 23 – 10 a.m. Anderson County Democratic 
Party precinct meetings.  Anderson County Library on 
McDuffie Street. 
March 6 – Anderson County Democratic Party 
Convention, location to be announced. 
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 At our December 1 breakfast meeting the program 
will feature a DVD about the issues around religion and 
politics.  Several prominent speakers share their views 
about people of faith having a genuine interest in the 
issues and a role to play in the process, but realizing that 
church and state must have separate functions if we are 
to continue to be a just society. 
 We will also share information about the primary and 
the upcoming activities that you will want to be part of.  
We will also recognize three individuals as we did last 
year.  David Vandiver was our volunteer of the year for 
2006; Phil Cheney was recognized for long standing 
service to the party and Joey Opperman was our young 
Democrat of the year. Three different individuals will be 
recognized in the same categories at the meeting.  If you 
have nominations or suggestions for these awards, let 
Stuart Sprague know. 
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STEPHANY GRACE WILL HOST DEMOCRATIC 
WOMEN 

 The Democratic Women will meet at Stephany 
Grace’s home on December 8 at 11 a.m.  She lives at 
1616 Sandy Hollow in the Holly Creek subdivision.  
Stephany asks that those attending park at Medicus and 
be shuttled to her house.  Officers will provide finger 
food, cookies and punch.  Bring a friend! 
 

THELMA SPENCER AND JOE BIDEN TOUCH 
FOREHEADS 

When Joe Biden was here on November 3, the 
conversation at my table was mostly about “stupidity.”  
The difference between ignorance and stupidity is that 
people who are ignorant can be enlightened, trained, 
educated, but you can’t do much about innate stupidity.  
After the meeting, I related this gem of wisdom to 
Candidate Biden as we were leaving.  “Around here, 
Senator Biden, our biggest problem is overcoming 
stupidity.”  He not only agreed with me, we touched 
foreheads.   Thelma Spencer 
**************************************************************^^
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
{The following article was first published in the Anderson 
Independent Mail in April 10, 1998.  By popular demand, 
we are reprinting it here as an early Christmas present 
for Democrats everywhere.} 
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Kleonickie (Kleo) Stathakis 
 

 For a long time I have been trying to explain to 
people why I am a Democrat.  I grew up in a family of 
Republicans and I can still hear my father telling me, 
“who would vote for a professor when we could have a 
general for president?”  This was during the 
Eisenhower/Stevenson election.  He just could not 
understand why I was a Democrat.  I grew up in the city 
of Philadelphia, which after generations of corrupt 
Republican rule, decided enough was enough.  After 
World War II the city charter was changed due to the 
work of a group of young Democrats.   
 When my husband was courting me, I was pleased 
that he was a Democrat, little knowing the difference 
between a Southern Democrat and a Northern 
Democrat. 
 When you’re as old as I am, having grown up during 
the Depression, seeing banks close and people losing 
their money, it was a relief to see somebody coming into 
office who cared for the people.  Now when a bank 
closes, you don’t lose everything – through banking laws 
that were established by the Roosevelt administration. 
 I might as well tell you the good with the bad.  
Welfare has been misused, and it’s not working, but 
when it was first established it was to help the sick, allow 
mothers to stay home with their children, and to keep 
families together. 

 Let us not forget who was responsible for getting 
electricity to small communities and throughout the 
countryside. 
·  Let us not forget who was responsible for water and 
sewerage systems that enabled the small farmers to 
produce more and prosper.  Not only the famers, but 
also businesses and industries. 
·  Let us not forget who enacted the G.I. Bill that 
enabled all our returning veterans – men and women 
alike – to go to college and professional schools. 
·  Let us not forget who helped these same GIs get 
their first homes with low-interest mortgages. 
·  Let us not forget who established the civil rights laws 
that not only prevented racial discrimination, but also 
prevented discrimination against women so that they 
had equal access to job opportunities. 
·  Let us not forget who established the fact that equal 
education was a birthright for every American. 
·  Let us not forget who established Social Security – 
not only for the elderly, but also for the disabled and 
widows with children so they would not be burdens to 
their families. 
·  Let us not forget how hard it was to get the Medicaid 
and Medicare bills passed, but even the doctors who 
fought so hard against it would not change the law now.  
This law has helped build hospitals, saved lives, and 
relieved the mind of the elderly that their family will not 
go broke trying to take care of them. 
·  Let us not forget Food Stamps.  Our own Sen. 
Hollings was responsible for that program.  This program 
has also helped some children get their only decent 
meal of the day through school lunch programs. 
·  Let us not forget the Peace Corps.  After the war we 
had the reputation of being “Ugly Americans,” but the 
Peace Corps has helped our young people learn how to 
help other people around the world improve their lives. 
·  Let us not forget the highway system.  Even though 
Eisenhower signed the bill enacting the best highway 
program in the world, it was a Democratic Congress that 
pushed it. 
 The Democratic Party has helped make America a 
three-class country – the rich, the middle class and the 
poor.  It hurts me to see the middle class which has 
gained so much from the Democrats deciding all of a 
sudden that they have become Republicans.  Instead of 
staying in their party and helping it attract bright young 
men and women, they have abandoned it and gone to 
the Republican party. 
 Knowing the scrutiny and the pain inflicted on the 
families of those in public service, I would not encourage 
my grandchildren to go into politics.  But I hope to the 
day I die my children and grandchildren will be 
Democrats.  A lot of people running for office today as 
Republicans were good old Democrats.  This is good – 
we should have a two-party system. 
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 The South Carolina Democratic Presidential Primary 
will be on Saturday, January 26, 2008.  It will be run by 
the county election commission.  One change will be 
made and that is the combining of some precincts into 
one polling place.  The 76 precincts that normally 
operate will be in only 49 locations.  Smaller precincts 
have been combined into one larger polling station.  
Details of which ones have been combined will be 
published in the January newsletter.   There is also a 
map at our headquarters which shows the changes.  Be 
alert to where you will vote and be sure to exercise your 
right to express your choice for the nomination. 
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 Cherie Mabrey, our Upstate Regional Field Director, 
reports that December and January will be busy months 
for SC Democrats.  In early December, county chairs will 
gather to discuss various subjects at their Regional 
Meetings.  On December 18, our Executive Committee 
will meet in Columbia to share and gather more 
information on the January schedule. 
 There will be another debate in Myrtle Beach on 
January 21.  Tickets are limited, but if you are interested, 
let Barbara Bowman at the state office know 
(bbowman@scdp.org) or call 803-799-7798 or 800-841-
1817) and we will put your name on the list for the 
lottery.   
 On January 25 we will have a stump meeting with 
the presidential candidates on hand at the Jamil Shrine 
located as 206 Jamil Road in Columbia, SC 29210.  The 
$25 ticket will get you supper and a chance to meet our 
future president just before the presidential primary on 
January 26. 
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On February 23, 2008, at 10 a.m. we will hold a precinct 
organization meeting at the Anderson County Library on 
McDuffie Street.  At that meeting, each precinct will 
select officers, nominate delegates to the county 
convention, and make plans for getting out the vote in 
the three elections – city elections in the spring, the state 
primary in June and the national election in November.   
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The Anderson County Democratic Party will hold its 
biannual convention on March 6 at a location which is 
being arranged.  Announcements of the time and place 
will be in our newsletter and the newspapers.  Delegates 
from the precincts will select officers for the coming year 
and select delegates to the state convention in May.  
Only persons who have been selected there will be 
eligible for consideration as delegates to the national 
convention next summer.  If you can only attend one 
local event the entire year, the county convention is a 

must.  We would like to have several hundred people 
there to show that interest in the party and its candidates 
and issues is strong in Anderson.  Do your part to help. 
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Dr. Leonardo Ortiz has opened a website to promote his 
candidacy for the SC Senate from District 4.  The site is 
ortizforsenate.org.  It contains a district map, his 
credentials, a contact page where folks can contact him, 
and a contribution page.  He is not accepting 
contributions over $100.  Also it has an interactive BLOG 
page where readers can post comments by clicking on 
the Topic headline.   
 “Ortiz for Senate” bumper stickers are available at 
the Democratic headquarters in downtown Anderson.  
Capt. Ortiz’s message is that solutions should be “Plain-
Simple-Common Sense.” 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE WARNING 
We have been informed by a reliable source and we 
have checked on its authenticity and it is accurate : 
 A virus has re-surfaced with a new twist.  This 
virus simply destroys Sector Zero on the hard disk 
where vital information for the drive’s functioning  is 
stored.  This virus acts in the following manner: 
 It sends itself automatically to all contacts in 
someone’s address book with the title “You’ve 
received a Post Card from a Family member” or 
something very similar.  As soon as the supposed 
virtual card is opened the computer freezes so that  
the user has to reboot.  When the ctrl+alt+del keys  
or the reset button is/are pressed, the virus destr oys 
Sector Zero, thus permanently destroying access to 
the hard disk.   
So don’t open any E-cards with a subject like “A 
Post Card from…”  As soon as you get the mail, 
delete it!!! Even if you know the sender!!! 
 One of the best places to check out threats of 
viruses is 
http://www:snopes.com/computer/virus/postcard.asp . 
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The Third Congressional District meeting and will be 
held in the Abbeville Recreational and Civic Center on 
December 6 at 6:30 p.m.  District Democratic state 
legislators will be special guests.   
     Election and installation of officers are on the agenda.  
In addition, Remle B. Johnson will inform the group 
about recruiting candidates and raising funds. The 
SCDP regional meeting will follow the Third 
Congressional District meeting. 
     A festive pizza feast plus Caesar salad and 
cheesecake costing $7 per person will give people a 
chance to socialize after the meetings. 
     From Anderson, Highway 28 becomes North Main St. 
in Abbeville.  Go about one mile past Ingles on the right 
and the Abbeville Recreation and Civic Center will be on 
the left. 
     Be assured that everyone is invited.  Jerry Goldman 
says “the more the merrier!” 
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Senator Joe Biden visited Anderson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Hodges, Joe Biden, Grady Hodges 
November 3, 2007 

 

 
Bill Epstein, Joe Biden, Mary and George West 

 
Photos by Brena Walker 

 
 

 
“The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the 
populace alarmed (and hence clamorous to the led to 
safety) by an endless series of hobgoblins, most of them 
imaginary.” 

H.L. Mencken 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Joe Biden, Marlene McClain and Henry Spann 

 

Anderson Democratic Party 
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621 

864-332-0595 
www.andersondemocrats .com  

P.O. Box 13052 
Anderson, SC 29624 

 
The headquarters are open Monday through Friday, 
11-3.  Volunteers are always needed to keep the 
office open.  Email Rufus Moss at 
rufemoss@yahoo.com  to volunteer. 
 

OFFICERS 
Stuart Sprague                             Chairman 
Gracie Floyd 1st Vice-chair 
Jean McNair 2nd Vice-chair 
Andrew Hammett            3rd Vice-chair 
Frances Symons                          Treasurer 
Gladys Robertson                         Secretary 
David Vandiver   Executive committeeman 
Wilhelmina Rohe Executive committeewoman 
Dean Harbert Alternate committeeman 
Gladys Robertson  Alternate committeewoman 
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby             HQ Coordinators 
Philip Cheney       Immediate Past Chairman 
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter     Newsletter Editors 
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