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ANDERSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY NEWS 

 AUGUST 2008 
 
Anderson County Chair 
Stuart Sprague 
864-314-5640 
sprague_s@bellsouth.net 
 
Thanks to all who made our annual 
summer Bar-B-Q a success!  

Congressman Clyburn and Joe Erwin were glad to see 
such support for the Democratic cause in our area.  
Cooking the food, setting up and taking down, making 
all the arrangements were an effort by lots of people, 
and it is great for me to be a part of such a talented 
and hard-working group.  We got good coverage from 
the media, and the Anderson community.  The 3rd 
Congressional District members were able to see that 
we mean business as a party.  Share your enthusiasm 
at work, at church, at any group you participate in, and 
you will find that others will step forward and let you 
know that they are Democrats, too.  As our bumper 
stickers say, “Enough is Enough.”  Change will only 
come when enough people are willing to take on the 
forces which have got us in this mess.  Be polite, but 
be public.  As Joe Erwin said, “Wear your colors!”  It 
can be a bumper sticker, a yard sign, or a pin.  Best of 
all, we will give you a $100 Club pin for a contribution 
of $100 or more.  Then your friends will know that you 
are truly committed. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
July 31  – 6-8 p.m. Marshall Meadors 

Fundraiser, at the Watermarke. 
August 2  – 9 a.m. ACDP breakfast at 
the Golden Corral. 
August 14 - ACDP Executive Com-
mittee Meeting at Headquarters. 
August 16  10:45 – Democratic 

Women at J.C.’s Sandwich Shoppe. 
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The Anderson County Democratic Party gratefully 
acknowledges the Ronnie M. Cole Law Firm and “Fred 
II” as sponsors of the July 5th barbeque held at the 
Farmer’s Market.   
 Approximately 250 people enjoyed Ron Gilreath’s 
barbeque, slaw and beans while David Snyder’s Last 
Road Band played.   
 Candidates for U.S. Senate Bob Conley, U.S. 
House of Representatives Jane Dyer, SC Senate 
Leonard Ortiz and Marshall Meadors, SC House Tom 
Dobbins, and County Council Gracie Floyd spoke of 
their major concerns in running for office.  The 
highlight of the evening was a visit by Representative 
Jim Clyburn who gave a rousing speech urging 
Democratic Party unity. 
 Jay Parmley, Executive Director of the SCDP, 
represented Carol Fowler, SCDP Chair, who is 
suffering from a broken foot. 
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U.S. House candidate Dyer & House Majority Whip James Clyburn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Gilreath,  
barbeque expert 
 
 
 

 
 

Curtis and Angie Rice 
represent Ronnie Cole, 
sponsor 
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Betty Hamby and Lily 
Hall sell desserts 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Tom Dobbins’ crew 
campaigns  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Joe Erwin introduces 
Representative Clyburn 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gracie Floyd & 
Congressman Clyburn 

 
 
 
 

Photos by Brena Walker 
and Bonnie Ledbetter 
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Stuart Sprague, Chairman of ACDP, honored Bill and 
Bonnie Ledbetter by naming them volunteers of the 
year for 2008.  Totally surprised, Bonnie accepted the 
plaque at the annual barbeque. 
 Bonnie says, “While people can see what I do as 
editor and photographer for 
the newsletter, it isn’t 
as apparent how much Bill 
contributes to the ACDP.  He is 
the “technical editor.”  In other 
words, when I can’t make the 
computer behave (which is often), he is the one who 
rescues me.  He is the one who sends out the email 
newsletter and the emails alerting you to various 
functions of the Party.  He is the one who keeps the 
email list and the mailing list up-to-date.  He is a great 
partner!” 
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The Anderson County Democratic Party will mount a 
coordinated campaign to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
from now until the November election.  Funding will 
come from several sources, including the state party, 
SC House and Senate Democratic Caucuses, the 
candidates, and the county party.  Two main parts of 
our efforts will be door to door canvassing in targeted 
neighborhoods and calling from a phone bank at party 
headquarters.  We will also help voters get to the polls 
as needed on election day and monitor the polling 
places throughout that day.  Most of the door to door 
canvassing will be done by paid staff, but we have a 
need for volunteers who would like to be trained and 
help with the calling from our headquarters.  We will 
probably have 4 hour shifts from 4-8 p.m. on two 
weeknights and two shifts on Saturday.  If one of those 
times suits your schedule, we would welcome you to 
call 332-0595 and let us know about that.  Also if you 
can help on election day, that would be great, too.  
 Andrew Hammett, our 3rd Vice Chair will be 
heading up the effort, and he can use help from all 
who are willing.  The state party is looking to us as a 
model which they might adopt in other areas of the 
state.  The goal is to promote all of our candidates and 
win seats that have been controlled by Republicans, 
as well as retain our Democratic incumbents.  Only by 
getting people to the polls to vote on November 4 can 
we change the direction of so many policies and 
trends in our county, state, and nation which have put 
us in the difficult times we face.  Barack Obama offers 
hope for significant change.  Our candidates for 
Congress and the SC Legislature offer an opportunity 
to bring some sanity to the legislative process in 
Columbia.  America can only become a force for good 
in the world and get out of the economic mess we are 
in if new voices can speak for us.  Help us make that 
change by volunteering and contributing to the local 
party. 
 

���������	
�������
���������

�
�����

 Chapman, Byrholdt and Yon 
 Lawrence Webb 
 Donald and Frances Plotnik 
 Shirley Jacks 
 Kleo Stathakis 
 Mike Kay 
 Jean and Jim McMann 
 Shayna Hollander 
 Rufus Moss 
 Mickey Walker 
 There are now 55 members of the $100 Club. Our 
100 people giving at least $100 campaign is on target 
to meet the goal by the time of the election.  Please 
consider joining them by sending your contribution to 
our PO Box 13052, Anderson 29624. 
 Charles Hamby has issued a challenge.  If five 
people join the $100 club before the ACDP breakfast 
on September 6, he will give another $100. 
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A campaign fundraiser for Marshall Meadors who is 
running for South Carolina Senate from District 3 will 
be held at the Watermarke on July 31 from 6 to 8 p.m.  
The reception will cost $100 per person.  If you plan to 
attend, please let his campaign headquarters know by 
calling 226-0081.  For more information about 
Marshall’s campaign, visit his website 
www.MeadorsFor Senate.org. 
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On July 4rh, the Greenville News published Jane 
Dyer’s article “Choosing Independence.”  Jane is a 
candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives from 
the Third Congressional District.  She followed a 
theme that the United States must find ways to declare 
our independence from oil companies.  She wrote that 
with traditional American “courage, tenacity and faith,” 
we can do it. 
 “We must have the courage to accept the shared 
sacrifice of conservation, the tenacity to do what’s best 
for our country despite the powerful lobbying efforts of 
the oil interests, and the faith that America’s can-do 
spirit and genius will create a sustainable future.” 
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Capt. Leonardo Ortiz (USMM), candidate for Senate 4, 
will be holding a series of T-BOSS (Take Back Our 
Senate Seat) meetings on some Tuesday nights at 7 
p.m. beginning in August at various locations 
throughout his Senate district. Democrats in Capt. 
Ortiz' district are urged to participate. For more 
information and to get involved in T-BOSS, contact 
Capt. Ortiz by phone at (864)202-8634, or e-mail him 
through his contact page on his website: 
www.ortizforsenate.org. 
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Thanks to Bettie Rose Horne by way of Jerry Goldman 
 
 

“Liberalism is trust of the people tempered by 
prudence.  Conservatism is distrust of the people 
tempered by fear.”           William E. Gladstone – 1866. 

 

VOTER REGISTRATION PROJECTS 
PLANNED 

 
Concerned Citizens of the Eastside Community is 
among several Anderson groups planning voter 
registration drives.  Miller Small is one of the 
organizers who have designed a “Back to School” 
program to include an opportunity for parents to 
register while the children play games and other 
activities.  The program will take place one Saturday in 
August at D. B. Walker Park across the street from the 
Jim Rice Center on Jefferson Ave.  Contacts for this 
program are Miller Small (224-9861) and David 
Holland, President (224-3418 or 356-9020). 
 Lawrence Webb is spearheading another effort to 
register voters.  Volunteers will visit community 
centers, senior centers, Anderson University, Tri-
County Tech and other locations with the goal of 
registering as many voters as possible.  Contact 
person for this program is Lawrence Webb (225-1751). 
 A third program is planned for the annual staff day 
for Anderson School District 5.  Teachers and staff can 
register on August 14 at New Spring Church. 
 People can also register at ACDP Headquarters at 
115 North Main Street, Anderson. 
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Inspired by an article “A Foreign Policy for South 
Carolina?” by Kent Harrington, the SC New Democrats 
urge voters to push political candidates on what they 
plan to do to make SC a more effective player in the 
global economy.  Kent Harrington’s article appeared in 
the January-March issue of USC Moore School of 
Business publication Business and Economic Review. 
 Harrington writes that South Carolina is already 
involved in the global economy.  Twenty-six countries 
have invested in South Carolina.  Four hundred and 
fifty foreign firms employ 85,000 people.  
 Harrington says we must push our politicians to 
adopt policies that increase South Carolina’s role in 
the global economy.  He suggests policies such as 
repairing the losses to SC bases incurred during the 
Iraq war, re-examining the kind of military training, 
equipment and personnel needed for these times, 
investing in improved infrastructure, but most of all, he 
says we must provide top-notch education for an 
employable workforce.  Also Harrington believes we 
must find ways to distribute the benefits of the global 
economy more equitably across the state.  While 
Greenville, Spartanburg, Columbia and Charleston 
have reaped many rewards, rural areas have not 
received their share.  This needs to be remedied, 
chiefly through improved education. 
 Kent Harrington is president of the Harrington 
Group, a consulting firm forecasting international 
developments.  He is a former CIA senior officer. 
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Anderson Democratic Party 
115 N. Main St., Anderson, SC 29621 

864-332-0595 
www.andersondemocrats .com  

P.O. Box 13052 
Anderson, SC 29624 

The headquarters are open Monday through 
Friday, 11-5.  Volunteers are always needed to 
keep the office open.  Email Rufus Moss at 
rufemoss@yahoo.com   to volunteer. 
 

OFFICERS 
Stuart Sprague                             Chairman 
Gracie Floyd 1st Vice-chair 
Stephany Grace 2nd Vice-chair 
Andrew Hammett            3rd Vice-chair 
Barbara Dowd                         Treasurer 
Bootie Mayfield                      Secretary 
David Vandiver   Executive committeeman 
Wilhelmina Rhoe Executive committeewoman 
Dean Harbert Alternate committeeman 
Jenny White Alternate committeewoman 
Rufus Moss/Charles Hamby             HQ Coordinators 
Philip Cheney       Immediate Past Chairman 
Bonnie and Bill Ledbetter Newsletter Editors 
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Anderson County Democratic Women will meet at 
J.C.’s Sandwich Shoppe on Saturday, August 16.  
Members are asked to arrive at 10:45 to place their 
orders before the opening of the meeting at 11 a.m.  
President Stephany Grace plans to hold a business 
meeting setting forth goals and tasks for the November 
election. 
 
 

SC DEMS LAUNCH CAMPAIGN FOR 
CHANGE 

Columbia, SC- It's official . Senator Barack Obama's 
Campaign for Change has come to South Carolina.  
The South Carolina Democratic Party will open its first 
office for the Campaign for Change Friday in  
Columbia.  The office, located at 1529 Hampton St. 
Suite 105, is part of a new state party structure 
dedicated to managing the Democratic campaign in 
SC.   
 Campaign for Change staff and volunteers will 
work to make sure that Democratic candidates at 
every level are elected in the fall. Volunteers will help 
with conducting phone banks, performing voter 
canvasses, and executing other campaign activities. 
 SCDP officials say more Campaign for Change 
offices are expected to open in counties around the 
state over the next few weeks. 
 "South Carolina Democrats are thrilled about 
the opening of our first Campaign for Change office, 
because we know we have a real chance to carry the 
state for our presidential nominee," said South 
Carolina Democratic Party Chair Carol Fowler.  "We 
already have begun to receive hundreds of phone calls 
and emails from South Carolinians who are eager to 
go to work for Senator Obama." 
 For more information about the Campaign for 
Change, call (803) 217-0869 or (803) 217-0870. 
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“I’m not going to retire until every American agrees 
with me. 

Rush Limbaugh 
 
 

Polly's Time on Rocky's Road  
Coming in summer 2008, the second book in the saga of Polly Guidorzi, continues the story of 

the St. Louis woman convicted in 1993 of complicity in the attempted murder of her husband, and serving 
45 years in a Missouri prison for the crime solely committed, and confessed to, by her son.   
 Listening to the meadowlarks singing outside the walls of Renz Correctional Center during the 
day and the mournful sound of a train’s whistle at night, Polly slowly adjusted to prison life.  But it didn’t 
just happen; Rocky, confined at the men’s facility in Jefferson City, began an eight-year 
correspondence with Polly, sending her his drawings, greeting cards and letters that 
afforded her moments of mirth, brightened her day, and enabled her to turn the time she has 
spent incarcerated into a positive.  Most of all, Polly and Rocky, two people who 
never met or heard the sound of the other’s voice, came to appreciate 
the “human connection.” 
 The 1994 publication of Miss Muffins Lost, the Polly Guidorzi 
Story, tells of a young woman’s search for love, identity and belonging, 
but finding instead abuse, shallow relationships, grave injustice and incarceration, 
the sequel, Polly’s Time on Rocky’s Road , is an attempt to set the record straight as to mistakes made 
by the law enforcement community in Ozark County, Missouri, which led to one of the most flagrant 
miscarriages of justice in Missouri’s history. 
 To bring light to Polly’s story, and to fulfill a promise made to the late Ron Harris to publish all of 
his art work,  Polly’s Time on Rocky’s Road  is available from Thelton Hall Publishing, P.O. Box 2785, 
Anderson, SC 29622 Phone864-224-3400 tollfree 866-843-5866 online with VISA/MC, at $17.50 
www.theltonhall.books.com  Local orders delivered  by Rebecca Tinsley,  226-8192.    


